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Alcohol free zones ineffective, harmful and discriminatory 

 
City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney has spoken out against a Council 
proposal for the establishment of an additional 19 alcohol free zones in the City’s 
streets and parks.  Clr Doutney criticised the zones as ineffective, harmful and 
discriminatory. 
 
“We have yet to see any evidence that alcohol free zones do anything to curb drinking 
or crime.” Clr Doutney said.  “The only evidence we have on their effects comes from 
ambulance statistics, which show that banning drinking from public areas simply 
moves drinkers on to less obvious areas, where they are more likely to come to harm.  
Alternatively, people end up shifting their drinking indoors, where they are out of the 
public eye and more likely to behave irresponsibly.  This has resulted in a recent spike 
in non-domestic assaults within private homes, where people have packed inside to 
drink and then get out of control. 
 
“It’s all about looking like you’ve cleaned up the streets without actually having made 
any difference.” 
 
Clr Doutney said that alcohol free zones discriminated against the homeless.  “It feels 
like in some cases alcohol free zones are being used as a proxy measure to rid the 
streets of homeless people in accordance with some elitist idea of aesthetics.  Alcohol 
abuse is unfortunately quite widespread amongst the homeless population and 
creating these zones gives police the ability to move on homeless people who aren’t 
causing any trouble simply on the basis that they may be drinking a beer. 
 
“It isn’t about stopping people who are causing trouble as police have a range of other 
powers to deal with people who are causing a nuisance or a disturbance.  Alcohol free 
zones are simply a blunt instrument to make it easier for police to harass some of the 
most disadvantaged members of our society.” 
 
Clr Doutney said that if the City were serious about curbing drinking in public they 
would set up “wet centres” – integrated service centres where people with alcohol 
abuse issues could get assistance without being ostracised for drinking.  “Such centres 
could provide homeless people with access to food and showers and have counsellors 
and nurses on staff who could help them with their health problems, including 
substance abuse.” She said.  “At present, people who are homeless or otherwise 
disadvantaged and who are suffering from alcohol abuse don’t feel comfortable in 
conventional outreach centres as they feel that they will be judged for their addiction.” 
 



Clr Doutney concluded by saying that she would oppose the move to create more 
alcohol free zones when it came before Council and would be moving to encourage 
wet centres and other more practical solutions.    
 
 
 
 


