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Lift Redfern Campaign Officially Launched 

 
The Lift Redfern campaign, aiming to make Redfern railway station accessible, 
officially kicked off this week.  Despite being one of the busiest stations in Sydney, 
used by more than 40 000 commuters each weekday, Redfern has no disabled access 
and the campaign is aiming to pressure the state government into fixing this situation. 
 
The campaign was launched on Monday 13th of March.  Speakers included Federal 
Disability Discrimination Commissioner Graeme Innis, City of Sydney Greens 
Councillor Irene Doutney, Lord Mayor Clover Moore, Professor Stephen Garton, 
acting Vice Chancellor of Sydney University and Lift Redfern campaign founder 
Robyn Fortescue.  

“The station is currently only accessible by steep staircases, or an escalator in the case 
of the underground platforms.” Clr Doutney said.  “This means that the station is 
difficult to use for the frail elderly, potentially dangerous for parents with prams and 
entirely off limits to people who rely on wheelchairs to get around.  For an area with 
so many elderly people and people with disabilities this is entirely unacceptable. 

“Clearly lifts are needed to open up the station to many local residents and while 
successive governments have promised action on this since the 1990s all that has 
eventuated has been a series of reviews and presentations that result in nothing being 
done.” 

The campaign is trying to gather 10 000 signatures on a petition calling for the station 
to be made accessible.  “Before becoming Premier Barry O’Farrell promised that any 
petition given to him with more than 10 000 signatures on it would be debated before 
parliament.”  Clr Doutney said.  “I imagine that having this happen will embarrass 
both major parties to take action on the issue. 

“The previous Labor government did nothing in their 16 years in power, the Liberal 
Government before that did nothing and the current Liberal government have also 
failed to do anything in the year that’s passed since they won office.  This clearly isn’t 
acceptable and I think the support that the Lift Redfern campaign is receiving is 
making that message loud and clear.” 

The petition is available online at liftredfernstation.wordpress.com.  Clr Doutney 
urged anyone concerned about the issue to download and print the petition 
(parliament does not accept electronic petitions) and gather as many signatures as 
possible.  


