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Long-delayed bat relocation due to start 

 
City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney has warned Sydney residents that 
they may soon be sharing their backyards with bats after the controversial relocation 
of the Royal Botanic Gardens (RBG) grey headed flying fox population begins next 
week.   
 
The relocation, whereby bats would be scared away with recordings of industrial 
noise, was due to start two years ago but was delayed twice due to the bats being in 
poor health and needing additional monitoring.  In the lead up to these false starts 
there was significant communication with the public however Clr Doutney said there 
had been little media attention this time around 
 
“Many members of the community likely thought that the issue had been abandoned 
after the controversy and the multiple delays, so it’s important to be aware that it’s 
still going ahead. 
 
“There was a 20 day public consultation period in March and April however this was 
just to deal with minor technical amendments for the plan and was dealt with by a 
Federal government department.” 
 
Clr Doutney said that these amendments didn’t deal with the issues that had been of 
concern to the community all along, like what would happen to bats that relocate to 
areas deemed ‘unsuitable’ by the RBG.  “The plan says the RBG will move them on 
again, although after July a relocation becomes much more risky for the bats as that’s 
around the time of year mother bats give birth.  Scaring the bats off then creates the 
risk of babies being abandoned.” 
 
Clr Dountey concluded by saying that the future for the 20 000 or so relocated bats 
was looking bleak.  “If they end up in backyards or in parks chances are they’ll be 
moved on again.  If they end up in farmland they’ll likely be shot thanks to the state 
government’s system of fast tracking licences for this – one of the first acts they 
undertook after winning government.  The only real hope is if they end up dispersing 
around the place to a range of `approved` sites in national parks, but sadly it’s hard for 
a bat to know what sites have been approved and what haven’t.  And anyway, national 
parks are about to be opened up to shooting so not even they are really safe” 
 
Anyone who finds a sick or injured bat should not touch it and should contact WIRES 
on 1300 094 737. 
 
 


