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Greens win support for sustainable community plan 

 
City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney has described as a “significant 
victory for the community” a motion passed by Council on Monday night to 
publically exhibit a revolutionary new plan to improve local sustainability.  Clr 
Doutney said that the Sustainable Streets and Communities Plan had the potential to 
radically improve environmental and health outcomes in suburban streets. 
 
“The City commissioned the plan in 2010 with the unanimous support of the 
Council.”  Clr Doutney said.  “It was written by renowned sustainability expert 
Michael Mobbs, who made sweeping changes to his Chippendale home in the 1990s 
to make it entirely self sufficient in terms of energy, water and waste.  The plan was 
to begin with a test site in Myrtle St and the idea was to have a sustainable house, in a 
sustainable street in a sustainable suburb.” 
 
The comprehensive plan was submitted to Council and contained ideas to make 
Chippendale healthier and happier, as well as more sustainable.  While the predicted 
effects were significant, the ideas were very simple and included initiatives like: 
 

• Planting trees and replacing black asphalt road surfaces with lighter coloured 
concrete to cool the suburb by helping to mitigate the ‘urban heat island 
effect’ – a phenomenon that sees cities being up to 6oC warmer than 
surrounding natural environments, increasing energy use by 3-8% and 
resulting in a marked increase in heat related illness and death.   

 
• Diverting rainwater from gutters into verge gardens, further cooling the suburb 

and preventing stormwater contamination of our waterways. 
 

• Growing edible plants in these verges to provide fresh, healthy food to the 
local population and allow composting to reduce waste and greenhouse gas 
emissions, as well as encouraging community members to interact while 
tending these communal gardens. 

 
However Clr Doutney said that despite having paid for and received the plan, the City 
had failed to act on it.  “They’ve had the plan for over a year now and it’s just sat 
gathering dust.  Concerned residents had to take it upon themselves to promote the 
plan via social media and an online petition gathered over 1000 signatures in its 
favour.  That’s why I felt I had to put a motion to Council that the plan now be put 
before the wider community so they can see what they think and if they agree, it can 
ultimately be implemented. 
 



“The plan has the potential to significantly cut greenhouse gas emissions, save 
Council and residents money on energy bills, improve people’s health and create 
more cohesive communities.  If the City put it into action and it was a success, as I’m 
sure it would be, we could expand it beyond Chippendale and across much of the rest 
of our suburbs.  Other Councils would likely follow suit and if adopted across the 
country these initiatives could make a noticeable dent in Australia’s carbon footprint, 
along with all the other benefits. 
 
“I’m very glad to see that Council are now moving to turn great ideas into actions.  
I’m thankful to Michael Mobbs and the City for this innovative vision, and the Greens 
will be working to make sure it becomes a reality.”  Clr Doutney concluded. 
 


