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Greens welcome Living Sydney support for youth policy 

 
City of Sydney Greens Lord Mayoral candidate Irene Doutney has today welcomed a 
pledge by Living Sydney to create a youth panel on Council, saying this directly 
mirrors a motion she put to a Council meeting in August this year, which was 
unanimously supported. 
 
“While the City runs a wide range of positive programs for the young people in our 
community they are run in a very top-down manner, with young people themselves 
not having much say.”  Clr Doutney said.  “A core part of Greens philosophy is 
having communities in control of the decisions that affect them, and for some time it’s 
bothered me that the City had no regular forum to get the views of young people on 
matters that affect them.   
 
“Everyone agrees that our Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander Advisory panel has 
been a great success at making sure the Aboriginal community was properly 
represented, so I moved that a youth panel be set up with a similar goal. 
 
“I spoke about this at a number of community forums also attended by Living Sydney 
representatives so it’s good to see they were paying attention.  All the other 
Councillors supported the idea, which will be developed into the next term of 
Council, so it’s good to see it won’t be under threat if Living Sydney manages to get 
someone elected.” 
 
Clr Doutney said she hoped Living Sydney would not simply try to use such a panel 
as a rubber stamp for their policies, noting that some of them were quite at odds with 
what many young people wanted.  “In particular their policy of charging 13 year old 
kids a fee before they’re allowed to ride bikes is likely to grate with young people.”  
Clr Doutney said.  “Being able to jump on your bike and go where you like is part of 
being young and free.  I don’t think kids will be keen on getting tied up in red tape 
and I’d hope that any Living Sydney representatives on Council would respect the 
views of the panel in this regard.” 
 
Clr Doutney concluded by saying she hoped this announcement was a sign that youth 
issues wouldn’t become overly politicised in the new Council.  “We want to see a 
City for everyone, including the young, and I hope whoever ends up on Council after 
September 8th shares that vision.” 
 


