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Greens say “stop the boats” 

City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney says she is disappointed in a decision made 

by Council this week to give a grant of $644 000 (in cash, services and revenue forgone) to 

the International Fleet Review, an exhibition of warships to be held on Sydney Harbour next 

year.  Clr Doutney said that she did not feel a military celebration was an appropriate use of 

such a large amount of public funding and that she was disappointed to be the only 

Councillor to oppose the motion. 

“Just last month in the lead up to Council elections the Liberals were promising to cut 

unnecessary spending.  Now that they’ve gotten two people elected they’re happy to throw 

away over half a million dollars of ratepayers’ money on celebrating the defence force, a 

federal issue that is far outside core Council business.  It’s disappointing that they didn’t act 

on their promises of austerity and sticking with the basics by opposing this grant, and I 

imagine some of their supporters will have tough questions to ask of them now.” 

Clr Doutney said that the enormous grant was particularly disappointing in light of other 

grants the Council had recently refused.  “Just last month a grant of $18 000 was refused to 

the Inner City Legal Centre, a not for profit organisation that helps disadvantaged people 

with legal advice and representation.  They wanted the money to support the ongoing 

employment of an Aboriginal outreach worker to help Aboriginal people connect with the 

services they offer, but this grant was declared to be ‘low priority’.  I think something like 

that should be a much higher priority for Council, and is much closer to its core business, 

than a display of military might which will cost 35 times the amount that the Inner City Legal 

Service requested. 

“With defence consuming over 5% of Australia’s entire national budget this financial year I 

don’t see why the City needs to give ratepayers’ money to the cause.  Also, with successive 

governments having mired Australia’s armed forces in costly, bloody and unnecessary wars 

in Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan for decades I don’t see military firepower to be something 

worthy of celebration.  This isn’t a criticism of military personnel who sign up to protect our 

country with the best of intentions, rather it’s a criticism of governments who abuse those 



intentions by shipping our troops off to politically motivated wars from which some sadly 

don’t come back.” 

Clr Doutney concluded that if the City wanted to make a positive contribution to the 

Australia’s military efforts they would be much better off donating the money to a group 

rebuilding the lives of people in countries invaded by Australia, like Red Cross, or to 

organisations who look after refugees forced from their home countries by these wars.  

“$644 000 to support a bunch of heavily armed boats parading around the harbour is the 

last thing I’d spend the money on.”  She said. 


