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Council acting for fair planning system 

City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney will put a motion to Council next week for the City to 

engage locals on changes to NSW Planning laws.  Clr Doutney said the NSW Department of Planning 

and Infrastructure would be releasing a White Paper on the controversial reforms in the next few 

weeks and she’d like the City to make sure the community understood its implications. 

“The City, myself and many others have been critical of the reforms as the proposals presented in 

the Green Paper (released in 2012) contain a number of retrograde steps, such as limiting 

community input into individual developments and creating ‘Enterprise Zones’ where no planning 

rules apply.”  Clr Doutney said.  “We aren’t sure what the White Paper will look like at this stage but 

if it’s anything like the Green Paper it will be very important for communities to be empowered to 

give sensible, well thought out input to the government on the issue and the best way of 

empowering the community is with facts.” 

Clr Doutney said she was inspired to put the motion forward after discussion with colleagues on 

other Councils about the difficulty in engaging communities with planning issues beyond those 

immediately relating to development proposals.  “The picture seems to be the same across the 

state.  People will go to great lengths to get involved in planning issues when they’re immediately 

relevant, such as when a large development is proposed next door, but in most other situations 

planning rules are just too dry to attract much interest. 

“However if the White Paper pushes forward with the Green Paper’s proposal of only allowing 

community input into the creation of overarching plans it will be essential that this changes.  These 

overarching plans will likely be similar to existing Local Environment Plans (LEPs) which are made 

years in advance.  Communities will need to get used to getting involved in the nitty gritty of these 

plans or they’ll have no say at all in what happens in their neighbourhoods.” 

Clr Doutney concluded by saying that, while the final shape of the new planning system was up to 

the state government, the laws would live or die based on how they met community expectations.  

“Prior to their election the Liberals promised a fair and transparent planning system that put the 

community back in control.  The people voted for the promised transparency but in regards to 

planning there hasn’t been much accountability to be seen.  I’m therefore hoping that the City will 

step in and carry out some meaningful community consultation on this important issue, which goes 

straight to the heart of local government core business.”  She said. 

For more information contact Irene Doutney on 0416 410 374. 


