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A BETTER REPONSE TO E-WASTE 

The City of Sydney will pick up its game and make strong improvements in its E-Waste collection 

system, according to Greens City of Sydney Councillor Irene Doutney. 

Next month the City will create eleven new collection points at local libraries and neighbourhood 

centres for household waste items such as light bulbs, mobile phones and batteries.  

Councillor Doutney said, “I’m really pleased to see that residents will now have more opportunities 

to do the right thing and dispose of their batteries and light bulbs safely. I have been calling for 

expanded collection services for these types of items for some time. I congratulate City staff on 

putting this program together. 

“Until now most residents have had to wait until quarterly collection at the City’s Ultimo Depot to 

dispose of these items safely. I understand people want to do the right thing but it often isn’t 

practical for households to store all these items and organise a drop off. I suspect much of this has 

ended up in landfill. By creating regular drop off points where people live we will slow the rate of 

these toxic materials going into household garbage bins.” 

In 2011 Councillor Doutney was successful in having her motion, calling on the City to expand its e-

waste collection services, carried at the August Council meeting. 

Councillor Doutney added, “During my visit to Nagoya nearly 3 years ago I saw how they managed 

their e-waste collection through a readily available collection point set up in the Town Hall. This 

system made a significant difference to the amount of toxic materials going into landfill.  I wanted to 

see this become a reality in Sydney. 

“Obviously City staff will be monitoring the new program closely. I will be interested in seeing the 

statistics and getting feedback from residents about this. It is important that as many people as 

possible are aware that this service is available. 

Councillor Doutney’s original motion on e-waste can be found on page 116 of the August 2011 

Council meeting minutes at: http://meetings.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/council/about-

council/meetings/documents/meetings/2011/Council/220811/110822_COUNCIL_MINUTES.pdf 
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