
 
To: Robyn Parker MP 
Minister for Environment and Heritage 
CC: George Souris MP 
Minister for Tourism 
 
Dear Minister 
 
Congratulations on taking on the portfolio of Environment Minister.   
 
My name is Irene Doutney, I am a Councillor on City of Sydney Council and I am 
writing to you about the bats in the Royal Botanic Gardens (RBG), a matter which 
your predecessor in the shadow ministry had been most receptive to.  I understand that 
this will be a very busy time for you but I hope you will see that this is a matter that 
must be dealt with quickly and I hope you will give it your urgent attention. 
 
As you will no doubt be aware, the previous government initiated a plan to flush the 
vulnerable grey-headed flying fox population out of the gardens due to damage they 
were supposedly causing to a number of trees.  The relocation was intended to begin 
in May last year but was postponed due to many of the bats being malnourished and 
underweight.  Despite the slew of natural disasters that have taken place over the past 
year across the bat’s range (they are found along the coast from Geelong to 
Bundaberg and individuals regularly travel throughout this range) the RBG claims 
that this is not an issue this year and intend to push forward with the relocation this 
May. 
 
As well as being an ecologically important species, whose role as a pollinator and 
seed disperser is of significant value to the hardwood timber industry, the bats are a 
Sydney icon, attracting many tourists to the gardens and to Sydney in general.  Over 
300 people have signed a petition protesting the relocation at 
http://www.gopetition.com/petition/43220.html.  The signatories include both locals 
and people living overseas who have visited Sydney and seen the bats.  Many mention 
that the sight of such a large population of bats within the heart of a major city is one 
of their lasting memories of Sydney and one about which they tell people in their 
home countries, likely prompting further tourism to Sydney.   
 
I would urge you to make use of your new position to postpone the relocation plan for 
these beautiful and ecologically important creatures, at least long enough for an 
assessment to be made of whether or not the checks on the health of the bats are being 
made with appropriate rigour.   
 
This would be a great opportunity to show early on to the people of Sydney that the 
new government does not intend to pursue the same reckless course as Labor and 
Frank Sartor when it comes to urban biodiversity.   
 
I hope you will give what I have said here serious consideration – should you require 
further information, or like to be shown the beauty of the bats on their nightly fly out 
from the gardens, feel free to contact me by email on 
idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or by phone on 9265 9812. 
 
Regards 
 
Irene Doutney 
City of Sydney Council 
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