
I’d like to acknowledge that we are meeting on Aboriginal land, Gadigal land, land that was 

never ceded, sold or given away and i pay my respects to the elders past, present and future, 

I’d also like to acknowledge this spineless Australian government’s lack of support for the 

safety of one of its own citizens. Our government officials smugly say that Assange will receive 

the same help any citizen gets from our embassy but we know from the cases of David Hicks 

and Mamdouh Habib that this help is non-existant. 

I had hoped that today would be an occasion for celebration rather than the fateful decision 

that was handed down in London’s supreme court yesterday. 

It is with a heavy heart that we now have to rally in fear for the continuing safety of Julian 

Assange. 

What we have seen here is more than the isolation and persecution of Julian Assange, it is the 

effective crushing of the ideals of Wikileaks itself. 

We have seen the ruling elites of the world act together to silence the one voice that dared to 

expose the secret workings of their governments. 

This is particularly true of the United States of America, where critics of Assange and 

Wikileaks have called for the assassination of Assange proving that all the documents he 

released were a true reflection of the brutality of that regime. 

The hysterical response from America has led to the many fears that Julian Assange could be 

rendered to the United States where he will vanish into the same limbo that contains Bradley 

Manning. 

If there was one event more than any other that defined the war in Iraq it was the release of 

footage from the helicopter that massacred an Iraqi journalist, his cameraman and 

surrounding civilians. 

This piece of film shocked the world and highlighted the horrors of war and the 

desensitisation that marked the US military’s treatment of Iraqi civilians. 

Like the photos of atrocities at Abu Ghraib, the film released by Wikileaks had the effect of 

shocking regular people’s belief in the justice of America’s military role in Iraq. 

We need the disclosures of Wikileaks to enlighten the world to the devious machinations of 

governments and their minions. 

How regular were the releases of secret military and diplomatic documents that we came to 

expect from Wikileaks and how barren is the infosphere now that the world’s banks and the 

1% have effectively closed Wikileaks down? 

It has been a cautionary tale to watch the rise and fall of Wikileaks and Julian Assange, as it 

has shown the way that not one government has stood behind truth telling and transparency.  

Not one government has had the courage or the innocence to stand for exposure, instead they 

have all shown their potential guilt and secretiveness. 



The price of truthtelling has been very high for Assange and for Wikileaks and the costs are 

still being paid with this dodgy extradition ruling and the fears that surround it. 

Extraditing Assange to Sweden for questioning is an extreme and secretive action in itself. 

Under Swedish law Assange could be held incommunicado while he is questioned over an 

issue that is so murky it is hard to believe they are seriously carrying out this extreme action. 

It is highly unusual for anyone to be extradited for questioning over an issue as flimsy and 

vague as this and it is with great trepidation that we await Julian’s fate over the next few 

weeks. 

Australia must stand up and protect this courageous Australian who appears to be in great 

danger of phony justice, secret deals, possible rendition and international revenge. 

I would now like to read you a message from Australian Greens Senator Scott Ludlum: 

Around the country today we’re coming together to demand action from the Australian 

Government to protect an Australian citizen from prosecution and from persecution. 

Yesterday’s verdict in the UK Supreme Court provides for another delay, another fortnight 

of legal limbo. It is another two weeks in which the important work of this publishing 

organisation stays on hold. 

We’re calling for Julian Assange to come home. The WikiLeaks publishing organisation 

has been targeted for sustained harassment and character assassination, and its finances 

have been shattered by a banking blockade by Visa, MasterCard and others. 

In Australia we have seen bipartisan political indifference on behalf of the old parties, 

indifference that looks on closer examination like hostility. 

This Australian citizen needs diplomatic, legal and political help from his government and 

he’s not getting it.  

Today we’ve come together to demand his safe return to Australia, and more importantly, 

to meet each other in person, to organise and plan the next stage of our campaign. 

We need to raise our voices much louder, in direct challenge to the economic and political 

interests that seem to feel so threatened by the uncompromising transparency agenda 

that WikiLeaks has championed, and that our world so desperately needs. 

Thanks for turning out today in defence of democracy, in defence of freedom to 

communicate, and in defence of the people who now find themselves under attack for 

leading the way. 

 


