
ASSANGE RALLY – 17TH August 2012  
 
 
I’d like to acknowledge that we are meeting on Aboriginal land, Gadigal land, land 
that was never ceded, sold or given away.  I pay my respects to their Elders past and 
present. 
 
Sadly we are gathered here again in the cold and the wet to speak out against the great 
abuse of power that is going on in London at this very moment. 
 
There are currently 35 police surrounding the Ecuadorian embassy, supporters of 
Julian Assange are being arrested and threats have been made by the British 
government to storm the embassy building. 
 
The United Kingdom is threatening to revoke the diplomatic immunity of a sovereign 
embassy to arrest a man that has not been charged with any crime. 
 
The disproportionate reaction of the UK government tells us that this is about so much 
more than the need to question Assange over an unproven assertion about the use of a 
condom. 
 
It is totally unbelievable that this could happen over such a petty matter. Assange has 
not committed war crimes, he isn’t a terrorist and he hasn’t murdered anyone.  In fact 
it is highly unlikely he’s done anything that would be regarded as a criminal act 
anywhere else in the western world.  
 
The accusation against him certainly isn’t a crime in Britain, a country that refused to 
return the torturer and  murderer general Pinochet to Spain when asked, but which is 
prepared to ignore the diplomatic status of another friendly country for a minor matter 
like questioning over what is probably only  a misdemeanour.  
 
The events as they unfold are proving that every fear supporters had for the safety of 
Assange and the probability of his rendition to the United States of America are 
coming true. 
 
The Ecuadorian government have taken so long to agree to give Julian asylum 
because they have been checking through their diplomatic sources how serious the 
intent of the United States to get their hands on Assange really is. What they found 
was disturbing enough to make them agree to stand alone and give him sanctuary in a 
world that has turned its back on this fearless publisher of secret documents. 
 
Shame on his home country that we do and say nothing. 
 
The Ecuadorian foreign minister has argued that if Assange was sent to the United 
States he would not be given a fair trial. Foreign minister Ricardo Patino said that it 
was highly likely Assange would be tried by secret tribunals or military courts. 
 
He would obviously face the same fate as poor Bradley Manning who languishes 
somewhere in a military prison after being treated with total inhumanity verging on 



torture. Our hearts go out to Bradley Manning, who has been forgotten by many as he 
awaits trial in who knows what sort of conditions.  
 
Like Bradley Manning, if Julian Assange was sent to the United States he could face 
not only humiliation and degradation but he could face life in prison or the death 
penalty - a fate that is unbelievable and totally unacceptable. 
 
Last time I spoke out in support of Assange I said that I had concerns that he would be 
arrested the moment he tried to leave the Ecuadorian embassy but I had not 
considered how heavy handed the British police would be and how threatening their 
behaviour outside the embassy would become. 
 
This blatant intimidation of friendly diplomats is inexcusable when we consider the 
fact that Assange has not been formally charged with any serious crime and has 
already spent 2 years under house arrest as he tried to work through the justice 
system.  
 
But we all know that there is no justice when someone takes on the entrenched halls 
of power and the vengeance of the United States of America.  
 
The British police are spending at least 50,000 pounds a day to intimidate the 
embassy and Assange supporters. This is a sum that shows how serious the intent to 
extradite Assange really is and how ridiculous all the claims of “a binding obligation 
to extradite Assange to Sweden” are. 
 
Meanwhile across the Atlantic in Obama’s headquarters in Oakland California, 6 
protestors have been arrested for holding a sit in to protest the events in London. 
 
The whole thing is heading inexorably like a Shakespearean tragedy towards a climax 
that is frightening in its possibilities. Police guard the roof and the lifts of the embassy 
building, while heat detectors are on site to stop any attempt to sneak him out. 
 
My friends and comrades we are coming to the point in this drama where only 
consistent, extended and high level campaigning can help this man who shone a light 
into the dark corners of government and the power elite. 
 
We must use every means at our disposal to try and support Julian Assange in this, his 
darkest hour. We are seeing the incredible reach of American power and it is shocking 
and bodes ill for the future of free speech and the right to speak out in the west. 
 
Finally I would also like to acknowledge the injustice that is taking place in Russia 
where all girl punk band Pussy Riot are facing up to three years in jail for performing 
in a cathedral. My friends we are going backwards and if we do not defend the 
courageous actions of these people who say no to government domination and secrecy 
we will find ourselves living in world akin to that described in 1984. 
 
The greens support Julian Assange and we say to the Australian government stop 
being a US puppet and offer support and sanctuary to one of our citizens. To someone 
who will go down in history as a voice for freedom and transparency. 
 



Let Julian go, stop blockading the Ecuadorian embassy and arresting supporters and 
end the machinations of American dominance and intimidation . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


