
ROYAL NAVY FLEET GRANT – Irene Doutney 15th October 2012 

At last week’s committee meeting I opposed this recommendation and I would like to speak 

tonight briefly on why I cannot support any festivities that glorify war. 

War is the greatest curse on Earth which has seen tens of millions of innocent people die 

over the years. This grant is to celebrate the arrival of the Royal Australian Navy into Sydney 

Harbour just prior to World War I, a war that was described as the war to end all wars, and 

which saw the death of millions of people both military and civilians. 

It was also a war based on imperialism which saw our military personnel used by the British 

Empire as cannon fodder in their great international power games.  

As a pacifist and an anti-war activist it goes against my personal ethics and one of the major 

principles of the Greens which is the principle of peace and non-violence. 

My father was stationed in New Guinea in World War II and if there is one lesson I learnt 

from him it was the horror of war, an event he never celebrated and which ultimately led to 

his death as a returned soldier a few years later. 

My opposition to this recommendation has nothing to do with any disrespect for the many 

courageous and dedicated servicemen and woman who dedicate their lives to protecting 

our country, rather it is against the waste of their lives in dubious interventions and 

incursions into wars that have no relation to our country or our lifestyles. 

I cannot support spending over half a million dollars on an organisation which is part of a 

service that is funded by the federal government to the tune of over 5% of the entire 

national budget and I do not understand why local government is being asked to put 

ratepayers’ money towards an event that should be sponsored by the commonwealth 

government and associated military support organisations. 

If the City wants to spend money on a cause like this I would rather see the money being 

used positively to help the people of Iraq and Afghanistan rebuild their shattered countries 

via organisations like the Red Cross or to see help given to refugees who are fleeing the war 

zones that we have played a role in creating. 

Thus I will not be supporting this grant tonight. 

 

 


