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ITEM 10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE  

USE OF HERBICIDE IN WEED CONTROL (S103146) 

1. By Councillor Doutney 
 
Question 
 
Do Council staff use Roundup or other herbicides to control weeds on Council land or 
other property?  If so, in what situations are they used?  Has Council investigated the 
use of steam as a means of weed control where appropriate?  If so, where were 
these trials carried out and what were the results? 
 
Answer by the Lord Mayor 
 
The City is committed to ensuring that pesticide use is justified and minimised, with 
the lowest toxicity of pesticides applied to achieve the required outcome.  

City staff and contractors use Round Up (Glyphosate) and other herbicides in public 
places when necessary to eliminate weeds. This program protects public property 
from damage and the users of public places from nuisance or danger, and meets 
community expectations for aesthetically appealing parks and public open spaces. 

The City’s Pesticide Notification Plan (PNP) aims to meet the community’s general 
right to know about pesticide applications made to outdoor public places that are 
owned or controlled by public authorities. The Plan provides information on 
scheduling of applications to allows members of the community to take action to 
avoid or minimise contact with pesticides.  

The PNP has recently been reviewed and is on exhibition until 29 November for 
public comment.  An initiative of this review proposes a new provision that would 
allow residents to contact the City and request that pesticide use be limited or 
avoided in a particular area. Areas may include streetscape gardening areas, edible 
verges and community gardening initiatives. A register of these areas will be 
maintained. 
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To reduce the City’s reliance on Glyphosate for weed control, a trial of chemical free 
weed eradication methods (using steam) was undertaken in Sydney Park in July 
2010.  
 
Results from this trial, along with data collected from neighbouring Council trials, 
concluded that, at this stage, the steam weed treatment technology is not feasible. 
This is due to the high cost, high frequency treatment cycles, larger machinery 
requirements and lack of flexibility (equipment and accessibility) which make steam 
treatment ineffectual and non-cost effective.  

No advances in the area of weed control technology have arisen since this trial. 
 


