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ITEM 10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE  

WOOLLOOMOOLOO ‘MEN’S SHED’ (S103146) 

3. By Councillor Doutney 
 
Question 
 
On 7 December 2009, in a supplementary answer to a question asked in Council on 
2 November 2009, the Lord Mayor stated that City staff were negotiating with 
Housing NSW to use a disused building in Woolloomooloo for a ‘men’s shed’.  What 
became of these negotiations?  Does the City still support the establishment of a 
men’s shed, or other similar facility, in Woolloomooloo, beyond the tram from Harold 
Park in Bourke Street Park, which many locals feel is unsuitable? 
 
Answer by the Lord Mayor 
 
Negotiations with the former Department of Housing, and more recently the 
Department of Finance and Housing NSW, have not provided any options for a 
men’s shed beyond the Bourke Street Park Community Shed which Council is 
providing. The City has put numerous proposals to the NSW Government to lease 
the former D4 building in Tom Uren Square for use as a men’s shed, without 
success. 
 
Housing NSW informed the City at a meeting held in Woolloomooloo on 21 
December 2011 that no suitable properties in the Woolloomooloo area were 
available. In particular, the former D4 building was now leased to the existing Forbes 
Street Chemist for storage.  
 
The Bourke Street Park community shed is scheduled for completion by early 2013 
and the final design allows for an expanded working space for the shed. The 
Development Application notification period has now ended. 
 
The shed will be leased under the Accommodation Grants Program to a non-
Government organisation to run both men and sheila shed activities. One of the 
trams from Harold Park will be installed in the shed and become the first restoration 
project for the community shed group. Once restored, the tram will provide additional 
work space and storage. 


