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Bayswater Rd late night closure trial to begin 

Starting this month, a trial will begin to look at the effects of 

closing Bayswater Rd, 

Potts Point, to general 

traffic during peak late 

night trading hours.  The 

idea was proposed last 

October and since then 

the environment has 

changed dramatically, 

with the bulk of the ar-

ea’s licenced premises 

now forced to observe 

1:30am lockouts and 

3am last drinks.   

I opposed the trail when it was first suggested last year as it 

was initially proposed to run for just a single night, had been 

planned without any resident consultation and had an un-

clear framework for evaluation.  However the trial will now 

extend over three nights, has been organised in consulta-

tion with residents and other relevant stakeholders and will 

be accompanied by a detailed analysis of traffic and pedes-

trian activity both during the trial and on ordinary nights 

prior to it being carried out.  I still have some reservations 

about the matter but this has gone a long way to addressing 

my concerns.  

The community members I’ve spoken to on the issue  have 

been divided as to whether or not the trial is a good idea.  

Will giving drunk people more space make fights less likely 

or will having people able to walk around on a road still 

open to public transport and emergency vehicles just create 

a climate for accidents?  I’d love to hear from anyone who 

regularly visits Kings Cross late at night, particularly if you’re 

out on the trial dates of March 22nd and 29th and April  

5th, where the road will be closed from 9pm-6am.   

The highly publicised controversy around the Sydney Biennale’s sponsorship by Transfield, the company which runs much of Australia’s off-

shore immigration detention, has been a big issue for me over the last month.  I was given a number of tickets to events due to the City’s 

sponsorship but after supporting a motion protesting the arrangements at last month’s Council meeting I felt I couldn’t, in good conscience 

attend.  The wash up from the Biennale’s tough decision to break its ties with the organisation is discussed below.  Also below is information 

on the endorsement of the Council’s Urban Ecology Strategy, the planned reuse of the T2 building and associated renovations in Taylor 

Square and the beginning of a trial to close Bayswater Rd. to 

traffic on weekend nights.  - Irene Biennale ethics prompts bizarre government intervention 

Congratulations to the board of the Sydney Biennale, who have this week 

made a tough decision in choosing to cut ties with Transfield, the company 

that runs much of Australia’s offshore immigration detention and which was a 

major sponsor of the festival. 

The connection between the Biennale and Transfield became the subject of 

much attention recently when the company was awarded a $1.2 billion con-

tract to run the Manus Island detention centre, just days after an outbreak of 

violence resulted in one death and dozens of serious injuries in an event the 

government is yet to come clean on the details of. Numerous artists due to 

perform at the festival cancelled and handed back their fees, while many 

members of the public, myself included, decided that as a matter of con-

science we couldn’t attend the event. 

Since then, the news has emerged that the Biennale has chosen to break its 

ties with Transfield and that the festival board’s chairman, Luca Belgiorno-

Nettis (who is also the executive director of Transfield) has resigned. Mr. Bel-

giorno-Nettis and his family have made an important contribution to the arts 

in Sydney with their support for the Biennale over many years, so its sad to 

see him go, but ultimately his decision will leave a clean slate where art lovers 

won’t need to feel morally compromised by attenting these events. 

While this has been a good demonstration of the value of people power, and 

of the fact that the government’s cruel refugee policies don’t reflect the will 

of most of us, it has prompted a bizarre and disappointing reaction from Arts 

Minister George Brandis. He has since announced that he will force arts fund-

ing body The Australia Council to adopt a policy to punish organisations that 

refuse corporate sponsorship, even if that sponsorship comes from morally 

dubious organisation like  tobacco companies. 

This level of political intervention in artistic endeavours is unprecedented and 

will likely involve significant red tape for arts organisations if they are required 

to present a government body with details of all their sponsorship negotia-

tions and provide written explanations for any they’ve rejected—quite hypo-

critical coming from the Liberal party who are supposedly founded on ideals 

of individual freedom and small government.    

Already the arts community are coming out against such moves and having 

just shown their strength of character lets hope this preposterous idea is 

knocked on the head before alcohol companies get to plaster their logos all 

over festivals celebrating healthy lifestyles or an environmental arts festival 

appears becomes a marketing tool for Santos and BHP.  

Contact me  I’m always keen to hear from anyone with queries or 

suggestions.  You can contact me on  idout-

ney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 
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Changes on the way for Taylor Square 

Council will this month be asked to 

approve the scope of works for the a 

new bike hub to occupy the T2 build-

ing in Taylor Square.  The proposal 

will see the building’s façade re-

stored to its original form (changing 

from the bright pink it currently 

sports) with internal renovations to support a bike sales area and workshop 

centre and café.  The building will also feature a green roof. 

Beyond T2 it is proposed that the layout of Taylor Square itself be concur-

rently changed, with the removal of the existing fountain and ‘Gilligan’s Is-

land’ to create more open space and shade features added. 

Most excitingly however, in my opinion, is the recent commitment by the 

Lord Mayor to have a permanent artwork erected in the square to celebrate 

the strong connection of the LGBTIQ community to the area. Investigations 

into what sort of work is most appropriate, along with commissioning an 

artist, will begin shortly with the intention that the work will be ready by 

2018—the 40th anniversary of the first Mardi Gras.  While this happens over 

the next four years a rainbow flag will be flown permanently in the square. 

Despite the positive nature of these artwork related developments, the is-

sue has turned somewhat sour on Council as a number of Councillors have 

become bogged down in a petty argument over whose idea it was and who 

should get the credit.  While they waste Council time on it however I’m just 

happy that it’s getting done and hope that politics isn’t going to get in the 

way of this important symbol. 

Urban Ecology Strategy finalised while marine habitat trial begins 

The final version of the City’s Urban Ecology Strategy will be coming before Council this month for 

endorsement.  The strategy has been several years in the making and is a fantastic roadmap for how 

the City will protect some of the few remnants that are left of the beautiful natural environments 

that would have existed here prior to European invasion.   

When the draft of the strategy was first exhibited there were a number of matters that I felt were 

lacking despite the otherwise very positive direction.  I felt there needed to be more emphasis on 

what the City can do to protect marine environments and that some of the more common fauna 

found in the area got a bad rap—ibis, sulphur crested cockatoos and brush tailed possums all got 

lumped with the title of ‘nuisance fauna’ even though possums and ibis are struggling to survive in 

some of their natural habitats, despite being common in the City.   

While the final version of the strategy is little changed from the draft some positive devel-

opments have occurred outside the plan since its exhibition with the City beginning a trial 

of marine habitat improvements on a sea wall in Glebe.  This trial, which I suggested in my 

submission to the plan, involves the very simple process of attaching concrete flowerpots 

to seawalls between the high and low tide makes, as shown on the left.  At high tide the 

pots fill up and at low tide they are exposed and form artificial rockpools, something that 

is otherwise lacking on the artificial surfaces that now make up more than half of Sydney 

Harbour’s shoreline.  Studies on the north side of the harbour have shown this can cause 

an up to 7-fold increase in biodiversity so I’m very glad the City is now on board. 

More disappointingly however the plan hasn’t changed it’s attitude to ‘nuisance fauna’ and still advocates some rather harsh strategies to 

deal with them, such as removing phoenix palms from parks to discourage ibis from nesting.  I personally value the presence of both the-

se palms and ibis in the City, so will be vigilant that Council doesn’t throw the baby out with the bathwater in trying to deal with these 

animals that it has deemed undesirable. 

Palm Sunday refugee rally 

Every year on the Christian holy day of Palm Sunday a group 

of faith based organisations join together with community 

groups, human rights groups and unions to rally for peace 

and an end to violence.  This year, with the federal govern-

ment’s heinous treatment of refugees getting more ex-

treme by the day (along with their desire to stifle criticism 

of this—see Biennale 

story over page) the 

group have decided that 

their protest will focus 

on ending the violence 

being inflicted on these 

innocent people trying to escape suffering.   

To be held on April 13th in Hyde Park the event is being put 

together by a coalition of groups as diverse as the Benedic-

tine Nuns, the Fire Brigade Employees union and numerous 

Greens local groups.   

I will be attempting to have Council formally support this 

event with a motion to this month’s meeting for a banner 

to be displayed in Hyde Park calling on Australia to “declare 

peace on refugees” and promoting the event. I’m confident 

the City will take the opportunity to display this banner with 

pride and make it clear that it is one of the growing number 

of organisations to declare that the government’s cruel ac-

tions in this regard don’t occur in their name. 


