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Welcome to the first issue of Sydney Greens News, a regular newsletter I’ll be using to keep 

our local groups and the community informed about and engaged with the work I’m doing 

as your Greens representative on City of Sydney Council.  Following last month’s elections 

we have an almost entirely new Council and while most of my colleagues are still learning 

the ropes I’m pushing ahead on a number of important issues discussed below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                

 

 

 

Council Positions 

Each year in September Councillors are elected to take 

charge of various committees and represent the City in 

external organisations.  Throughout the last term of 

Council these positions were dominated by Councillors 

from the Clover Moore Party, I served as Deputy Chair of 

the Environment Committee for the last two years but was 

the only non-Clover party Councillor in such a role. 

This time around things have been much more fairly 

distributed, with these important roles shared amongst 

Councillors from all parties. I’ve been re-elected to my 

position overseeing the Environment Committee as well as 

being selected as a representative to the Green Living 

Reference Committee and the Sydney Coastal Councils 

Group.  I’m also a member of the City’s Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Advisory Panel and an alternate on 

the Central Sydney Planning Committee.  

I’m optimistic that the sharing around of these positions is 

a sign that Council will be a more cooperative body over 

the next four years and I look forward to working with all 

my Council colleagues to push the Greens’ positive and 

sustainable agenda. 

Council grants show misplaced priorities 

This month’s cultural and community committee includes 

a proposal that the City donate a whopping $644 000 (in 

cash and fee waivers) to the International Fleet Review, 

an exhibition of war ships from around the world taking 

place next year on Sydney Harbour.  Giving such a large 

amount of money to support the glorification of 

destructive military might is something I felt most 

uncomfortable about.  It was also upsetting that I was 

the only Councillor to speak out against this, despite 

several other Councillors having been elected only last 

month on a platform of slashing Council spending. 

Just weeks before the City found $644k to pay for this 

display of military might, they sadly failed to find a mere 

$18 500 to give to the Inner City Legal Centre, who had 

put in a grant request for the money to support the 

ongoing employment of an Aboriginal Outreach worker.  

This worker has played an important role in helping 

Aboriginal people connect with the Centre’s legal advice 

and representation services, which it has tirelessly 

provided to disadvantaged people for the last 30 years.   

I feel that declaring this service ‘low priority’ and refusing 

it a grant while providing 35 times the requested amount 

to a macho display of destructive power is a completely 

misdirected set of priorities. 

Council Reference Group 

We’ll be holding reference group meetings on the 

Wednesday evening before each Council meeting to 

discuss the upcoming agenda and all are welcome.  

Dates of future meetings will be advised via the ISG and 

SSG email lists.  Thanks very much to Dejay for putting 

himself forward to act as convenor of this group. 

Stay in touch! 

I’m always keen to hear from anyone with queries or who I 

can help through Council.  You can contact me on 

idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 
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Ashmore Estate stages 1 and 2 approved by Central Sydney Planning Committee 

One of the biggest issues currently facing residents in the 

southern parts of the City, and one which I’ve been receiving 

literally hundreds of emails about, is the massive redevelopment 

of the Ashmore Estate, a block of land in Erskineville just near Eve 

St.  On the 11th of October the state government dominated 

Central Sydney Planning Committee (CSPC) approved the concept 

plan to build 318 new dwellings on the site, in buildings ranging 

from two to eight stories tall.  It also approved the proposal, to be 

further developed, for two more building envelopes on the site of 

2-8 storeys.  

Residents are concerned that the development, when eventually completed, will almost double the population of 

Erskineville, creating significant traffic problems and adding extra strain to schools and other important community 

facilities that are already struggling to cope.  When the plans were on exhibition earlier this year 185 submissions 

from the public were made, the vast majority objecting to the proposal. As a result a number of changes were made 

to the plan in conjunction with Council planners, but the original objectors were never informed and the public were 

given minimal opportunity to respond to these. 

I attended the CSPC meeting to observe proceedings but sadly, as the committee is composed of four state 

government representatives and three from Council (of which I am only an alternate) my ability to influence 

proceedings is somewhat limited.  There are still many more steps to go in the development of the Ashmore Estate 

and while these early decisions have not been positive the Greens will be working hard to make sure this 

redevelopment is as much in the community’s interest as possible. 

Development of 87 Bay St, Glebe 

A proposal is before Council this week to transform a former industrial 

building in Bay St, Glebe, into a high density residential development.  This 

seems like a reasonable spot for high density residential property – on a 

relatively busy road within walking distance of the CBD – and the proposal 

states that the developers will make a range of positive concessions in order 

to be allowed to exceed the normal density rules.  These concessions include 

allocating 7.5% of floor space for affordable housing, exceeding the weak 

BASIX environmental standards by 25% and building according to design 

excellence principles. 

However I have some concerns, chief amongst them being the possibility that 

the developer may, at a later stage, be granted an exemption from making some of these concessions through a 

‘section 96 application’- a request to have the conditions of their development application legally changed after 

being approved.  One of my goals for this term of Council is to provide oversight to prevent these unscrupulous uses 

of section 96 applications.   

It is also concerning that the massive overdevelopment currently planned but as yet unbuilt nearby - the ‘Glebe 

Affordable Housing Project’ (misnamed as over half is a private profit making venture) - is used as a precedent for 

the large scale of this project in terms of height and density.  While this isn’t necessarily a reason to oppose the Bay 

St project I feel using one large unbuilt development to justify another is a dangerous precedent and I will certainly 

be speaking out against this idea when the development comes to Council. 


