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Kings Cross late night trading actions 

Since the senseless killing of a young man in an unpro-

voked assault in July there has been a significant focus on 

issues surrounding late night trading in Kings Cross.  

There has been much discussion in the media, in Council 

and in the state government about the best way to deal 

with these and at this month’s Council meeting we’ll be 

asked to endorse funding for a range of new measures to 

help make the Cross a safer and more pleasant place to 

be at night. 

The measures contain a range of actions such as improv-

ing enforcement, extra education programs and invest-

ment in appropriate infrastructure and include things 

like: 

*More late night compliance staff 

*Advanced conflict management training for workers in 

late night venues (though ultimately this should be cov-

ered by the venues themselves) 

*Upgraded taxi ranks 

*Precinct ambassadors to assist late night visitors with 

things like information on public transport 

These measures aren’t all Council responsibility, particu-

larly the training of venue staff, however in the absence 

of strong action by the state government and other re-

sponsible bodies the City is stepping up in their place.  It 

wont come cheap, costing Council $342 000, however 

given that these are potentially life saving measures I feel 

they should probably be supported, especially in light of 

other recent, much less worthwhile, Council spending. 

Welcome to issue two of Sydney Greens News and thanks to everyone who read and 

commented on the first edition from last month.  Sadly my busy schedule means we 

wont be able to hold a proper reference group meeting in November, so I want to use 

this issue to talk about a couple of matters before Council that I feel will be of interest to 

the local group.  As always, comments are most welcome.  

Barangaroo for James Packer – poor people not allowed! 

Most of Sydney is probably well aware of the shady dealings sur-

rounding James Packers proposal for a new high roller’s casino at 

Barangaroo, a casino that Premier O’Farrell endorsed within days 

of it being suggested and that looks like being approved in a 

rushed favour for the one of the government’s richest friends.  

What has received much less attention is the way nearby resi-

dents on the opposite end of the income spectrum from James 

Packer – the public housing tenants of Millers Point – are being 

treated in the rush to develop Barangaroo into a playground for 

the filthy rich.  They look set to be turfed out of their homes as 

the Liberals follow 

the lead of the pre-

vious Labor govern-

ment and sell off 

public housing 

properties in this 

historic area. 

While this is a sad 

announcement, I’m 

not at all surprised.  

Both Labor and 

Liberal govern-

ments have been neglecting maintenance on these properties for 

years, leaving many elderly tenants to deal with leaking rooves, 

drafts and rooms entirely without electricity.  They’ve also left 

numerous properties empty for months and years, a situation I 

find unconscionable with nearly 50 000 people on the public 

housing waiting list in NSW alone.  It seemed like a sign the prop-

erties were going to go, and sadly that sign proved correct.  

While not directly under the influence of Council I’ll be doing all I 

can to make sure that the residents of Millers Point keep their 

home and aren’t swept out of the communities where they’ve 

lived for decades in the rush to create a new Las Vegas on Sydney 

Harbour. 

Public housing not welcome at Packer’s 

Barangaroo 

Contact me  

I’m always keen to hear from anyone with queries or sugges-

tions.  You can contact me on  

idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 

mailto:idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au


Councillors acting like spoilt children ruin local government conference 

The annual Local Government Association Conference is an important event in the calendars of many Councillors from across NSW.  

It is great opportunity to learn from the work of other Councils, meet Councillors from other areas and let the views of local govern-

ment representatives working together be heard by the state government and others. 

Sadly this years conference, from which I have just returned, was marked by hostility towards the Greens. 

Blame for this rests squarely with a large number of Councillors, mostly Liberals (both open Liberals and supposed ‘independents’), 

who decided to use the conference as an opportunity to push vendettas and in doing so basically acted like spoilt children.  Buoyed 

by swings to the right at this year’s local government elections conservative Councillors from across the state decided to gloat, taunt 

and generally just be outright rude to those who don’t share their views and political persuasions.   

Greens were heckled and shouted down when they spoke, particularly women from the Greens, and their motions were voted simp-

ly because of who proposed them.  The usually productive conference was turned into a sham—a sham paid for by the ratepayers of 

Councils throughout the state.  Sadly the irony of this waste seemed lost on these conservatives, many of whom ran for election on 

platforms of cutting unnecessary Council expenditure. 

One can only hope that, with local government elections less than two months ago, these Councillors will grow out of their juvenile 

attitudes and get on with the important work they were elected to do.  One hopes that this new batch of Liberals intend to act as 

responsible Councillors and didn't simply seek their positions in order to achieve some kind of political power, but signs from the 

conference aren’t promising. 

Either way, it means the Greens on Councils throughout the state will have to work extra hard to support their communities over the 

next four years, but I think we’re up to the task. 

Fitzroy Gardens take 3 — still the wrong track 

Fitzroy Gardens, the beloved heritage Potts Point park that has 

been the focus of several controversial Council plans in recent 

years, is back in the spotlight this month with the third iteration 

of it’s ‘renewal’ plan before Council. 

The first plan, several years ago, was to bulldoze and complete-

ly rebuild the park, a plan from which the Council backed down 

after a strong campaign against it by the Greens and the local 

community.   

Then earlier this year came a plan to redevelop the children's 

playground on the site into something around four times the 

size of the current playground and with all the latest bells and 

whistles.  This issue was less clear cut, with the local community 

strongly divided on whether or not  it was a good idea.  Ulti-

mately I felt this was the wrong place for a state-of-the-art 

playground as Fitzroy Gardens is quite a small park and Potts 

Point has only around half the proportion of young children as 

the City average and so I opposed the plan. 

The latest plan proposes upgrading the playground still and 

while it is more modest and lacks some of the more controver-

sial elements of the last proposal, I still think it’s on the wrong 

track.   

Ultimately, Fitzroy Gardens is a small, mostly concrete park 

that’s not the most family friendly of spaces.  If the City wants 

to build a high-quality playground in this part of Potts Point the 

best spot would be in the much larger, much greener, Lawrence 

Hargrave Reserve, literally just across the road from Fitzroy 

Gardens.  While I’ll be reserving my final decision on the matter 

until next week’s Council meeting, I’ll be working hard between 

now and then to convince the City to give Lawrence Hargrave a 

second look. 

Connecting our City 

The City has a progressive vision for transport in central Sydney over the 

coming decades. Light rail down George St would see this busy thor-

oughfare, currently 

clogged with cars and 

buses, become a 

pleasant boulevard, 

where people can 

stroll around shops 

and outdoor cafes or 

sit and relax in the sun.   

Not only would this be 

pleasant, it would be great for business and significantly ease congestion 

on our crowded footpaths. 

The City is also building an extensive cycleway network which, even 

though it isn’t finished yet, has resulted in large increases in bike use in 

the City, with some routes being used by over 1000 cyclists each morn-

ing peak. 

Council will this month be voting to endorse the Connecting Our City 

plan, a document that formalises the City’s various transport plans and 

policies into a single document to guide future development. 

However while the City has a progressive vision for the future of 

transport in Sydney we can’t make it happen on our own.  Many of our 

proposals require input or approval from the state government and  

whether they will come to the party has been cast in some doubt of late 

with the release of Infrastructure NSW’s list of transport priorities. 

This list gives scant mention of light rail, calling instead for massive in-

vestment in new motorways, and suggests an underground bus route 

through the City that would separate commuters from streets and busi-

nesses, leaving them empty and uninviting. 

I’ll therefore be working hard with our Greens colleagues in state parlia-

ment to try to ensure that Sydney isn’t engulfed by motorway madness.  

Connecting Our City shows that Council is on side with this important 

vision. 


