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Council taking action for a fair planning system 

Throughout the state there is concern about proposed reforms to NSW plan-

ning laws.  The proposals include a number of worrying changes, such as cre-

ating rules-free ‘enterprise zones’ and giving automatic approval to any devel-

opment that fits a broad overarching plan, with no opportunity for community 

input or consideration of whether there are already enough developments of a 

particular type, such as pubs, in an area. 

While the fate of these proposals is ultimately a matter for the state govern-

ment they will significantly affect the way Councils function and I therefore feel 

that the City should actively work to influence their development for the better 

if possible.  To this end I’ll be putting a motion to the next Council meeting call-

ing for the City to support community groups to engage with local residents on 

what they think about the proposals after the next stage ‘White Paper’ is re-

leased in a few weeks. 

There are a number of community groups in NSW dedicated to securing a fair-

er planning system and if provided with material support from the City in the 

form of free venue hire and small grants I feel the input of these groups would 

be most valuable.  They will allow locals to hear about the issues from commu-

nity minded people, rather than relying on government bureaucrats to get the 

facts across in a way that may not be entirely objective. 

But more importantly it will help people engage with the planning system.  If 

the proposals as they currently stand become law the only time people will be 

able to have input into the future development of their neighbourhood will be 

in the early stages when the overarching plans are produced, something that 

will likely happen years in advance of actual developments popping up.   

While people are generally keen to get involved when there are specific devel-

opments proposed nearby general plans like this are usually too dry to get 

much community interest.  However under the new regime this may be the 

only time community input can occur, so people will have to get used to look-

ing at planning documents with a view to their effects in the future, not just in 

the here and now. 

This motion is an example of how local Councils and communities can work 

together to create positive change beyond the bounds of their local area and I 

hope my fellow Councillors will support it. 

Welcome to issue four of Sydney Greens News, my regular newsletter outlining my work as 

your Greens representative on City of Sydney Council.  The first Council meeting of the year 

will ask Councillors to endorse a number of policies that have been in the works for some 

time, including documents dealing with late night trading, tree management and footpath 

gardening, which I find mostly positive. Footpath gardening a great use of forgotten 

spaces 

At this month’s meeting Councillors will be asked to 

endorse the footpath gardening policy, an innovative 

document that encourages residents to make use of 

the often ne-

glected space 

on road verges 

to create 

healthy and 

sustainable 

gardens. 

The policy will 

allow such 

gardens to be set up without Council approval as long 

as they meet a series of conditions related to proper 

standards of maintenance and allowing unobstructed 

access along throughways. 

The Greens have long supported policies like this that 

have a wide range of benefits for the community.  

Gardens help capture rainwater, turning a waste 

product that would otherwise run down gutters and 

pollute our waterways into a resource that nourishes 

plants and cools our street.  The gardens can also pro-

duce healthy sustainable produce, sequester carbon 

out of the atmosphere and bring community mem-

bers together as they help tend these common gar-

dens. 

Should this policy be adopted by Council this month 

I’ll be doing all I can to work to encourage the uptake 

of this small scale sustainable gardening. 

Contact me  If you have any questions or suggestions 

about my work on Council, or want to be added to the 

mailing list for this newsletter feel free to contact me on 

idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 

mailto:idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au


Late night trading plan up for adoption 

Open Sydney—the City’s plan to support a vibrant and safe late 

night economy, will be presented for adoption at this month’s Coun-

cil meeting, after having been on public exhibition for some time.  

The plan contains a number of progressive measures aiming to cre-

ate more late night activities in the City that aren’t simply based 

around drinking alcohol and to encourage greater diversity of visi-

tors into the area after dark.  At present the vast majority of the 

City’s late night visitors are young people but there are many social 

and economic benefits in expanding our reach to target a broader 

audience.  To this end the plan contains provisions for things like a 

24 hour library and late night openings of galleries, shops, cafes and the like, most of which I’m very supportive of.   

The plan also supports the concept of ‘first tenants’ rights’, the idea that if a venue has the right to carry out certain activities, 

such as host live music, it should not lose those rights as a result of adjacent uses changing, such as a residential development 

being set up nearby and vice versa if a pub moves into a residential area.  I feel this is a very progressive policy that should go 

some way to stemming the sad loss of live music venues throughout Sydney.  However some media reports have deliberately 

misrepresented the policy, stating that it will mean residents are unable to complain.  These media statements have in turn 

created a flurry of emails to Councillors from people who are rightly concerned about the idea that some residents concerns 

will be formally ignored. 

In reality any complaint about a venue breaching it’s operating conditions, such as unacceptable noise levels, will be acted up-

on regardless of who makes the complaint, where they live and how long they’ve lived there. Sydney’s night life is part of what 

makes the City special and I feel we should be doing all we can to nurture a safe, vibrant night time economy.   

Barangaroo housing way below par 

As a from-scratch project under government control there 

are many opportunities for a development like Barangaroo to 

embrace innovation.  But sadly most of these opportunities 

look set to be missed. 

One such missed opportunity is the potential for social and 

affordable housing on the site.  From the very beginning the 

project had a disappointing  target of just 2.3% of the site’s 

housing being affordable, far below the City’s target of 7.5%.. 

This week it was announced to Council that this 2.3% afforda-

ble housing would add up to just 25 units.  To add injury to 

this insult, the government is considering selling off hundreds 

of social housing units in Millers Point, directly adjacent to 

Barangaroo, and has given no indication of where replace-

ment housing will be built, if it is built at all. 

The upshot of all this is that we have a very big fight on our 

hands.  While numerous others have gotten involved in 

fighting the Millers Point sell-off few have mentioned the 

paucity of affordable housing at Barangaroo.  A world class 

precinct such as this will run on the back of low-paid workers 

like cleaners, security guards and hospitality staff and it’s up 

to us to make sure they can live near where they work.  It 

isn’t fair to force these people we all take for granted into 

long daily commutes and a poor work life balance to get to 

their low-paid jobs and it’s not in our City’s interest to have 

no one but the super rich able to call this place home. 

A sensible approach to pesticide use 

Another policy up for adoption at this month’s Council meeting 

is the revised Pesticide Notification Policy, a document setting 

out how Council will inform the community about pesticide 

use.  Pesticides are an unpleasant but necessary part of a range 

of activities undertaken by Councils, like weed control, and 

while I’ve worked in the past to encourage Council to investi-

gate alternatives to the use of these chemicals I acknowledge 

that there’s times when they can’t be avoided. 

I’m therefore very glad that the new policy spells out Council’s 

intention of using pesticides only as a last resort—contractors 

can sometimes get over enthusiastic about spraying and this 

policy will make sure that such activities aren’t tolerated in the 

City. 

The new policy also gives residents the option of having the 

area around their property added to a ’hotspot’ register, where 

pesticides will not be sprayed.  This is an important protection 

for our City’s growing number of roadside gardens and edible 

streetscapes and I hope that the community will embrace this 

important option. 

Once the policy is up and running I’ll make sure that word of 

how to be added to the hotspot register is spread and that pes-

ticides are used only where and when they’re absolutely need-

ed. I’ve also asked that notices are placed in parks when feral 

animal bating is taking place to alert pet owners to the dangers 

these pose. 


