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Draft renewable energy masterplan finalised (good 

news) 

This week, Councillors have 

been presented with draft 

of the City’s long awaited 

renewable energy master-

plan, a key plank in the 

City’s ambitious but neces-

sary goal to decrease our 

greenhouse gas emissions 

70% by 2030. 

The plan is a rigorously researched roadmap for obtaining 30% of the 

City’s energy from renewable sources that shows this goal to be emi-

nently achievable with existing and near-term technologies.  After 

analysing a whole raft of possibilities the plan finds that 18% of our 

2030 electricity supply can be generated within the City of Sydney 

itself using solar and wind while the remaining 12% would be gener-

ated outside the City using a range of technologies—onshore wind 

farms are currently the most feasible but the plan is open to the in-

creasing viability of other generation methods over time.  

The plan also outlines how the City will source renewable gases to 

power it’s trigeneration systems  (whatever the extent of these may 

be—see article on the left) after a successful amendment moved by 

former Greens Councillor Chris Harris and myself last year which 

mandated that this system be powered by renewable sources from 

2030 at the latest.  The plan finds that there is significant potential to 

source the needed gas from organic waste materials within 250km of 

Sydney without consuming food crops or other essential resources. 

Should Council approve the exhibition of the draft plan it will be open 

for comment for 28 days.  It’s a very big and technically complex plan 

which could always use some extra eyes so I’d encourage anyone 

interested in this topic to head over the City’s website, have a look 

and let me know what you think. 

Welcome to the June edition of Sydney Greens News, my regular newsletter outlining the happenings on Sydney 

City Council that I feel are of interest to Greens members and supporters.  The two biggest stories this month 

centre on the City’s plans to cut carbon emissions through alternative energy, one positive and one mostly neg-

ative, as outlined below.  But that’s not all that’s happening, so please see over the page for the latest news on 

Fitzroy Gardens, a range of state government reforms and public art in the City.  - Irene  

Trigeneration plans for Green Square shelved (bad 

news with possible good news hidden inside) 

One of the other major contributors to the City’s emissions reduc-

tion plans—it’s trigeneration scheme– has suffered a setback with 

the City cancelling its plan to install a precinct-wide trigen network 

in Green Square. 

The plan would have seen trigen plants (efficient small-scale gas 

fired power plants that provide electricity and thermal energy to 

individual buildings or neighbourhoods) provide  low carbon energy 

to all buildings and facilities in this newly developed precinct but 

has fallen through because of what the City describes as 

“regulatory and economic factors”. 

It is claimed that regulatory barriers by the state government that 

restrict the City’s ability to sell electricity to third parties and which 

drastically reduce the amount of money that can be made by doing 

so have played a big part in making the scheme prohibitively ex-

pensive. Trigen will still be used to power a number of the City’s 

own buildings and facilities. 

While it is disappointing that alternative energy projects are being 

held back, there may be a silver lining to this cancelation.  While 

producing electricity using trigen is much less emissions intensive 

than using coal fired power plants it still requires the burning of gas 

that, in the first stages of the program at least, was going to be 

sourced from reserves of natural (fossil) gas.   Since the announce-

ment was made that trigen plans were being scaled back Lord 

Mayor Clover Moore has declared that the City will still meet its 

emissions reduction targets.  While little detail has been provided 

at this stage it seems the shortfall will have to be made up by plac-

ing a greater emphasis on renewable energy production. 

I’ll therefore be doing all I can over the coming months to make 

sure that, as the City restructures the plans around it’s important 

emissions reduction programs, it does them in the most environ-

mentally friendly and forward thinking way possible, by investing in 

and sensibly deploying existing and developing renewable energy 

technology. 
Contact me  I’m always keen to hear from anyone with queries or sugges-

tions.  You can contact me on  idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 

9812. 

mailto:idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au


Planning for the future of art in the City 

Sydney has always been well-known for its art and this month at Council we will be asked to 

support a recommendation to help cement the place of public art in the future of the City.  

The City Centre Public Art plan aims to make public art a permanent fixture of George St as 

it is transformed into a mostly car-free pedestrian and light rail corridor in coming years. 

I think that the renewal of George St creates a once in a lifetime opportunity that we’d be 

mad not to take, so I’m very supportive of the idea.  The plan gives general suggestions 

about the kind of works we should look for on George St and the smaller lanes, alleyways 

and squares that intersect with it.  It draws on examples of renown public art from across 

the world to provide inspiration but aims to leave briefs as open as possible to maximise the 

ability of the artists who take to the streets to express themselves. 

Artist selection will take place over the course of the next year and the City will be setting 

it’s sights high, looking to draw some of the biggest international names and are proposing a 

budget of $6.4 million to help secure this talent.   

Along with the numerous permanent artworks that will be developed under the plan temporary artwork will feature prominently 

along the strip while construction of the light rail project takes place to try to relieve some of the tensions that a drawn-out construc-

tion work can create.  Ultimately I think this is a very exciting initiative and I hope the rest of Council can get behind it. 

Last chance to have your say on major state government 

reforms! 

The 28th of June is a big day for those concerned about the future of 

planning and local government in NSW with submissions closing on 

four major strategies and reforms on that date. 

Submissions are due on the NSW Planning White Paper (which I’ve 

discussed in a previous issue of this newsletter), the Sydney Metropol-

itan Strategy (which sets targets for housing and jobs growth through-

out greater Sydney), the Sampson Review into Local Government and 

the review of the Local Government Act (a separate review from the 

Sampson review for unknown reasons). 

The sum total of all these could mean some pretty major changes for 

the state.  The White Paper, if adopted, will remove the ability of 

neighbours to comment on proposed nearby developments.  The Met-

ro Strategy will see an extra 66 000 jobs located in the centre of Syd-

ney by 2021, despite there being no plan for extra transport to the 

City by then other than the white elephant of the Westconnex motor-

way.  The Sampson review flags the idea of a ‘Global Sydney super-

council’ where City of Sydney would amalgamate with 4-6 neighbour-

ing Councils to form one giant Council with a population of over       

800 000 people. 

I will be making submissions on each of these proposals and I would 

urge anyone concerned about any of these possibilities to do the 

same.  While the proposals may be contained in very large documents 

all have executive summaries and submissions needn’t be overly de-

tailed, what’s important is that the government knows how people 

feel on each issue.  Details of each proposal and how to make submis-

sions can be found at:  

Planning White Paper—http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/a-new-planning-system-for-nsw  

Metro Strategy—http://strategies.planning.nsw.gov.au/MetropolitanStrategyforSydney.aspx 

Local Government ‘Sampson’ Review—www.localgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au/Information.asp?

areaindex=LGR&index=102&mi=9 

Local Government Act Review—http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/dlg_LGAT.asp?

mi=10&ml=2&AreaIndex=HOME 

Still fighting over Fitzroy Gardens 

Three years after contentious plans were first bought to Council 

for the extensive redevelopment of Fitzroy Gardens, Kings Cross, 

the battle within Council and the community is still raging on.  At 

this month’s Council meeting we’re being asked to approve a ten-

der for much more modest playground construction works than 

proposed initially, however these works are still around 20% big-

ger than what was agreed to last November. 

A 20% size different in a playground may not sound like much but 

in Kings Cross, the most densely populated neighbourhood in 

Australia, it’s become a major issue.  The area is home to more 

families with young children than ever before and this group are 

passionately pushing for better playground facilities while a group 

who want to keep the 

quiet heritage park the 

way it is are pushing back 

just as passionately. 

I can see where both 

groups are coming from 

and I feel the City is pass-

ing up a big opportunity 

by not looking at Law-

rence Hargreaves Reserve, a slightly larger park with much more 

open space and a lower level of use that is literally right across 

the road from Fitzroy Gardens.  This park could easily accommo-

date playground facilities and a range of other uses and while it 

was also slated for redevelopment in 2010 when the first, now 

abandoned, plans for Fitzroy Gardens appeared, it seems to have-

fallen off the radar entirely since then. 

Ultimately I feel I’ll likely support the expanded playground in 

order to end the drawn out and divisive fight, but ultimately I 

think this still wont be enough to provide active outdoor play 

space for the children of Kings Cross and I’ll continue to push the 

City to look into more ways to make use of Lawrence Hargreaves 

reserve for this important community.   

Public art like this piece in Japan has inspired 

the City’s plan. 

               Lawrence Hargreaves Reserve 
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