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Bridge Rd development sets worrying prece-

dent 

A development application before Council this month 

will be one of the first cabs off the rank under Council’s 

new draft Local Environment Plan (LEP—the statutory 

document that sets out land use rules throughout the 

City). 

I was concerned about many of the provisions in the LEP 

when it was presented to Council earlier this year and 

ultimately voted against it as a result.  This new develop-

ment shows these concerns were justified. 

Located at 12 Bridge Rd, Glebe, just opposite the shores 

of Blackwattle Bay, this new development will see build-

ing height shoot up from three stories to five and see 

density massively increase.  It is very likely that this will 

be the precedent that prompts all the surrounding land 

owners to follow suite, massively upping the scale of the 

all buildings in the area.   

The new development, and those that will likely follow, 

will permanently change the look of large parts of Glebe, 

so it’s disappointing that Council only notified a small 

number of surrounding landowners about the proposal.  

There have also been concerns raised by residents that 

parts of the Heritage Impact Statement for the develop-

ment are incorrect or missing necessary details. 

It’s for all these reasons that I’ll be asking some tough 

questions when the development comes before Council 

this month in the hope that Glebe wont become a failed 

testing ground for the new LEP. 

Welcome to issue three of Sydney Greens News, the last for 2012.  Thank you to all those who 

have supported me this year, through the end of my first term on Council, into Council elec-

tions and now through the first few months of my second term.  I’ll be continuing with this 

newsletter next year and look forward to working with many fellow Greens and supporters in 

2013. Draft graffiti management policy overly restrictive of com-

munity posters 

This month Council will be asked to approve the public exhibition of the 

City’s new draft graffiti management policy.  Graffiti is a legitimate prob-

lem however I feel this draft policy oversteps the mark in trying to tackle it.  

In particular it risks harming 

legitimate forms of community 

expression by classifying post-

ers as graffiti and threatening 

fines for those who put them 

up. 

In my first term on Council 

then Councillor Chris Harris 

and I successfully campaigned 

for the City to ease restrictions 

on posters. Sadly this new poli-

cy goes back on those gains, allowing posters in only a few ‘character ar-

eas’ throughout the City.   

The idea behind this seems to be that advertising through posters is a 

quaint old fashioned notion that is no longer relevant in modern society 

but has some form of cute heritage value.  I find such an idea insulting, as 

would many of my neighbours who often place posters on poles advertis-

ing local matters like community events or lost pets.  Announcing a cat lost 

from Redfern in a ’character area’ in Newtown (as Redfern doesn't have 

any such areas in the policy) is completely useless and prohibiting this flies 

in the face of the ’City of Villages’ idea that Council tries so hard to pro-

mote.  

The City does provide specific poster poles outside of the character areas, 

but these are also poorly placed and their surfaces tend to become domi-

nated by posters placed by commercial advertisers, meaning they fail to 

function as community space. 

I’ll therefore be working to amend this policy so that it recognises the im-

portant role that posters still play in communication within neighbour-

hoods by making sure posters throughout the City are left in place for a 

reasonable time period and that those who put them up don’t do so in 

fear of prosecution. 

Contact me  I’m always keen to hear from anyone with que-

ries or suggestions.  You can contact me on  

idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 

Chris Harris and I putting up posters in violation of 

Council restrictions in 2008 

mailto:idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au


Council failing to step up for displaced bats 

An issue that I have worked hard on since it first arose in 2010 has been the plan by the state 

government run Royal Botanic Gardens (RBG) to forcibly relocate their resident population of 

22 000 grey-headed flying foxes.  The RBG claimed this threatened species were damaging 

some of their heritage trees and while many groups and individuals campaigned against the 

move on animal welfare grounds we were ultimately unsuccessful in stopping it and the bats 

were banished in June this year with recordings of industrial noise. 

Since then it is believed many of the bats have moved on to Centennial Park.  While Centen-

nial Park shares many of the attributes that make the RBG a good habitat, the state govern-

ment said it was an unsuitable site for more bats prior to the relocation.  However since the relocation actually occurred there have 

been no public concerns raised by the park’s managers, so the bats may be fitting in better than expected. 

In acknowledgement of the park’s new winged residents a non-profit group set up to protect the parklands initiated a project to help 

the bats through monitoring and community engagement, as well as installing additional infrastructure to help people connect with 

this often misunderstood species.  Sadly, Council staff have recommended against the $10 000 grant this group requested.  While I 

understand that Council funds aren’t a magic pudding, in the same meeting staff are recommending that the City donate $137 000 to 

two chambers of commerce while over $600 000 was recently donated to a naval display in the harbour. 

I feel that denying this small and important grant is adding insult to the injury that was the massive relocation of the bats from one 

of their prime pieces of habitat.  While the City had no control over the initial relocation they have the potential to help now and I’ll 

be doing what I can in Council this month to make sure that the decision to not provide this grant is reversed.  

Precinct committees to put community back in the 

picture 

A major issue that I campaigned on during this year’s Council 

elections was for the establishment of precinct committees in 

Sydney.  Precinct committees are formally recognised commu-

nity groups that facilitate effective communication between 

Council and local residents.  I ran on the issue after hearing 

many people were unhappy with current City consultation and 

wanted the community to have a greater say. 

I’ll therefore be putting up a motion to Council this month ask-

ing that the CEO investigate establishing precinct committees.  

While the exact nature of these committees, should my motion 

pass, would be up to Council staff the general idea behind them 

is that they would facilitate effective two way communication 

between Council and the community.   

The precinct committees would be informed of any Council ac-

tivities taking place in their precinct, such as development appli-

cations under consideration or non-routine maintenance taking 

place, and would be supported in informing the local communi-

ty through things like newsletters and noticeboards.  The City 

already does this directly but many people’s eyes glaze over at 

the official notifications and I constantly get enquiries from peo-

ple about things going on in their own streets and local parks 

that they had no idea about until the workers rolled in. 

I’d also like to see the views of precinct committees form part 

of the formal report Councillors receive when making decisions 

as currently it is far too easy for the views of residents to be 

buried or ignored entirely. 

Grassroots democracy is one of the four core principles of the 

Greens and I think precinct committees would go a long way to 

embedding this in Council.  Watch this space to see how it goes! 

Push for panel to advance alternative housing 

As anyone who knows me will be aware, one of my major passions is 

housing.  Housing is an absolutely essential commodity for every 

person, yet in many places, particularly inner Sydney, it is priced as if 

it were some kind of luxury commodity.  

While the provision of lower cost housing is officially a state govern-

ment responsibility there is plenty that local Councils can do to im-

prove the situation.  In recognition of this I’ll be putting a motion to 

Council this month to establish a housing panel.  Made up of staff, 

Councillors and external experts this panel will investigate options 

for the City to improve the supply of affordable, public and commu-

nity housing within our local government area. 

The panel would serve as an advisory body on best practice housing 

provision.  It could synthesise research, both from Council and a 

range of other reputable sources from around the world, to influ-

ence public housing provision, restore affordable housing and imple-

ment community housing programs through Council directly. 

I feel such a body is important now as the provision of public and 

affordable housing in the inner City is in significant turmoil.  In Red-

fern and Waterloo 700 public housing units are soon to be lost to 

make way for new development.  It has been promised that they will 

be replaced by new units somewhere else in the City of Sydney, but 

no one seems to have any idea where ‘somewhere else’ might be.  

At the same time public housing properties at Millers Point, many 

falling apart around their residents due to years of government ne-

glect, are to be sold off, creating further uncertainty as to where low

-income earners in our City will live in the future. 

As a Council with a proud history of progressive social policy I feel 

the City of Sydney is a body well placed to drive such an initiative 

and I hope my fellow Councillors will agree by supporting the crea-

tion of this important panel. 


