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ITEM 13 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

DANGEROUS DOG DECLARATIONS (S103146) 

1. By Councillor Doutney 
 
Question 
 
How many dangerous dog declarations have City staff issued in the past 12 months?  
How many of these have been initiated by Council staff and how many have been 
made on request from the police or another authority external to Council?  How many 
of these declarations have been appealed in court?  How many of these appeals has 
the City contested?  How many contested appeals has the City lost?  How much has 
the City spent, in terms of legal costs and staff time, on defending contested 
dangerous dog declarations in the last 12 months? 
 
How many declared “dangerous dogs” has the City seized or ordered to be 
surrendered in the past 12 months?  How many dogs have been destroyed as a 
result of being seized or surrendered on the City’s orders in the past 12 months? 
 
Answer by the Lord Mayor 
 
Since December 2011, the City has issued 6 dangerous dog declarations. All 
dangerous dog declarations are initiated by the City Rangers based on the findings of 
their investigations or the evidence provided by the NSW Police. Other authorities 
have no influence over these decisions. 

In the past 12 months, one dangerous dog declaration has been appealed by the dog 
owner and proceedings are still before the Local Court. 

The above appeal is currently ongoing and costs and time are yet to be quantified. 
To date, no external legal resources have been utilised for this matter, but 
considerable internal resources have been used as the matter has been in Court on 
a number of occasions. 

In the past 12 months, the City has seized one dog that was declared as dangerous 
on 7 September 2011, and the owner was not able to comply with the requirements 
of the declaration. This dog is currently held at the Sutherland animal shelter.  
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In the past 12 months, two dangerous dogs were euthanized. One was euthanized 
by the owner, the other one was surrendered to the City who then made 
arrangements to have the dog euthanized. 
 
 


