
Caah rally re mardi gras violence –0 8/03/13  

I’d like to acknowledge that we are meeting on Aboriginal land, on Cadigal 

land, land that was never ceded, sold or given away and I would like to pay my 

respects to the elders past and present – this is Aboriginal land always was and 

always will be. 

I would like to thank CAAH (community action against homophobia) for 

organising this rally tonight and i extend my sympathy to ex CAAH co-convenor 

Bryn Hutchinson who was brutally arrested after the Mardi Gras parade for 

crossing Oxford Street against the orders of the police. Orders that were given 

after the barriers were removed and people were making their way home. 

How deeply disappointing it must have been for Mr Hutchinson and for local 

police, who have worked so hard together in the past to ensure that LGBTIQ 

events are safe and well managed.  

How sad for all those members of the community who thought that things 

were changing and that the police were our friends, how sad that they had to 

see a respected member of the gay community kicked and humiliated for no 

good reason, by those that we were finally starting to trust. 

It is time that the NSW police force learnt that they must keep their hands and 

their boots to themselves when dealing with ordinary members of the 

community. They need sensitivity lessons so they can tell the difference 

between violent hoons and ordinary people having a good time. 

We don’t want this sort of violence and potential discrimination to become 

part of oxford street again – we want to see the area celebrate its long gay 

history and with the rainbow crossing and calls for a Mardi Gras museum in the 

area it is starting to feel like a true rainbow precinct is possible in Sydney. This 

sort of incident is the last thing we need. 

It was only a few years ago that a young passer-by was tasered mercilessly in 

Oxford Street for a similar offence of not following a police order fast enough 

in getting off the road, an action like Saturday’s, that was totally uncalled for 

and unacceptable. 



And although it happened in the city, who can forget the terrible death of 

Brazilian student Roberto Curti, tasered 14 times and killed for having a bad 

trip. 

And of course the mysterious death of teenager T J Hickey in waterloo after 

being involved in a police chase on his pushbike. 

All these terrible incidents undermine our trust in the police and I would ask 

those here tonight to put up their hands if they’ve ever been harassed or had 

one of their friends beaten by the police.  

I know I certainly have seen and heard things that are shocking and undermine 

our trust in those employed to protect us. 

As a long-time activist I have seen many disturbing sights and heard even more 

disturbing stories of uncontrolled police aggression. I have a dear friend who 

was abducted, beaten, robbed and dumped by police officers while walking 

through Redfern. 

I have another friend who recently witnessed an Aboriginal man being pushed 

down the escalators at Kings Cross station by police because he wouldn’t go 

and catch a train out of the area on demand. It was a miracle that this man 

caught his footing and didn’t fall down the escalators and lose his life. My 

friend curses the fact she didn’t have a camera to record the scene. 

But ultimately that’s the lesson, we all have cameras in our phones and this 

sort of stuff can’t be hidden anymore – the world is watching and if police 

want to bash people in public they will be seen and they will be called to 

answer for their behaviour. 

It’s not the 1950’s anymore and we will not hide in the dark and accept any 

violation of our basic human rights. 

I’m not going to accuse the police of homophobia per se but there has been 

such a history of intimidation of the gay community over the years that any 

actions that threaten members of our community are highly questionable and 

very scary. I don’t care where the police on Saturday night came from they 

should have been more in control of their actions. 



The youtube footage of young Jamie being arrested has hit a note with the 

community and it was through the vigilance of fellow partygoers and their 

iphones that this incident of police heavy-handedness was exposed to the 

world. 

We have come a long way from the days of the first parade in ’78 but it is 

imperative that things don’t go backwards and that the great progress we have 

made towards total acceptance by the community is not lost in incidents like 

those that happened last weekend. 

It is time the police force stopped investigating complaints against themselves 

and such incidents were put in the hands of an independent oversight body. 

During the past few years no police have been charged with any offences over 

the incidents I have mentioned and there are now three investigations 

underway into complaints about police behaviour during Mardi Gras. But still 

these investigations are not independent and will likely achieve little. 

As David Shoebridge Greens MLC said in New Matilda: 

“there is an inherent conflict of interest whenever we have police investigating 

themselves. This cannot be resolved until NSW has a single independent police 

review body which is sufficiently resourced and has its own officers undertake 

all critical incident reviews.” 

Finally I would like to highlight the theme of this years Mardi Gras – three 

generations of love – that’s what this community is all about – it’s about love 

and peace and being free to express ourselves.  That is the spirit of Mardi Gras 

and it must not be spoiled by a few cowboys in big boots and blue uniforms. 

The LGBTIQ community is here to stay and tonight we stand united in saying 

no to violence, no to discrimination and a big yes to our right to be ourselves 

and to be treated justly and with the respect we deserve. 

Thank you all for coming tonight  

Thank you 

 

 


