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25 FEBRUARY 2013 

ITEM 10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

BOARDING HOUSE INSPECTION (S103146) 

4. By Councillor Doutney 
 
Question 
 
Has Council begun to develop a boarding house inspection program to comply with 
the provisions of the Boarding House Act 2012?  If so, what community consultation 
will the Council undertake in this process and when will be program be finalised? 
 
Answer by the Lord Mayor 
 
Inspection program – Boarding Houses 

The City of Sydney Council has had a proactive annual inspection program in place 
for boarding houses for a number of years focusing on compliance with fire safety 
requirements.  

To meet the requirements of the new Boarding Houses Act 2012, Council officers will 
broaden the scope of their inspections to also include an assessment of basic 
building compliance and public health requirements.  

As a result of its existing inspection program, Council already has inspection and 
administration systems in place that will meet the requirements of the new legislation. 
Officers have recently been authorised under the Boarding Houses Act 2012 to 
enable them to fulfil their regulatory role.  

While some aspects of the Boarding Houses Act 2012 have commenced, the 
inspection provisions are to commence on a date yet to be announced. Until this 
time, Council’s existing inspection program looking at fire safety compliance in 
Boarding Houses will continue.  
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Community Consultation  

As the City has been carrying out annual compliance inspections of boarding houses 
for a number of years, it is anticipated that the City’s interaction with boarding houses 
and their operators will not change to any great extent.  

A letter to boarding house operators will be sent in the next month summarising key 
aspects of the new legislation and the focus of Council’s inspections.  

The Act allows for an inspection fee to be charged for the compliance inspection. The 
proposed fee of $98 will be included in the 2013/14 Fees and Charges schedule, 
which will be put to council for public exhibition and then adoption before the end of 
the financial year. 
 
 
 


