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ITEM 10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

RUSHCUTTERS BAY TENNIS COURTS (S103146) 

5. By Councillor Doutney 
 
Question 
 
Since the appointment of new management to the Rushcutters Bay tennis centre, 
how many hours of free coaching per week are given to school aged children?  How 
does this compare to the amount provided under the previous management?  How 
do prices for paid children’s tennis coaching compare to those across greater Sydney 
generally?  How do they compare to prices under the previous management?   
 
Answer by the Lord Mayor 
 
1. How many hours of free coaching per week are given to school aged children? 
 
Tennis World Group (TWG) introduced the 'Adopt a School' Program in March 2011.  
The aim of the program is to encourage grassroots level tennis to help pave the way 
for children to love the game, develop friendships and maintain a healthy, active 
lifestyle.  The program runs every Friday during the four school terms.  Darlinghurst 
Primary School and Plunkett Street Primary School are provided a free 45 minute 
tennis coaching program, court use and racquet hire to promote tennis within their 
sports curriculum.  On a weekly basis, the program caters for approximately 60 
children ranging from kindergarten to year 6 having an opportunity to learn the 
fundamentals of tennis from two qualified coaches.  TWG provides a complimentary 
bus service to transport students and teachers from Plunkett Street Primary School 
to encourage participation. 
 
Since this free tennis coaching program commenced, approximately 4,500 lessons 
have been provided over 120 court hours. 
 
Since 2011, TWG has also been providing a scholarship to four students (one per 
term) of St Vincent’s College for one term of complimentary lessons to help improve 
their skills and confidence in tennis.  This has provided 60 hours of free coaching and 
court hire per year. 
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Complimentary Hotshots Tournaments are held four times a year for all students who 
are enrolled in programs at the centre.  The tournament consists of free court use, 
racquets and administration of draws and umpiring.  This provides 32 hours of free 
court hire and coaching per year. 
 
2. How does this compare to the amount provided under the previous 

management? 

Under the lease, there was no reporting of the hours of use and these figures are not 
available. 

3. How do prices for paid children’s tennis coaching compare to those across 
greater Sydney generally? 

 
The fee structure established for this contract is based on the Council-approved 
hourly casual court hire rate that includes a concession of 25% for children, students 
and pensioners.  In addition, the City has the Access Card that gives a 33% discount 
for resident low income earners (this is subject to meeting the City’s requirements for 
the Access Card). 

TWG provides the majority of their services in a competitive environment with 
consideration given to market conditions, customer base, CPI and other relevant cost 
drivers.  The outcome is a schedule of fees and charges that balances sound 
commercial management, while meeting social equity objectives.  A comparison of 
children’s tennis coaching rates per hour is shown below: 

Location Fee ($) 

Maccabi Tennis, Paddington and Bondi 80.00 

East Courts, Coogee 80.00 

Jensen’s Tennis, Surry Hills 86.00 

Tennis World Group, Rushcutters Bay 88.00 

In Deep Tennis, Moore Park 88.00 

Fisher Tennis Centre, Sydney Uni 95.00 

 
TWG also provides a school holiday program that is below their competitors in cost. 
The school holiday camp provides coaching in all aspects of tennis.  On average, the 
cost per week for a child for a school holiday program ranges from $240-$300.  TWG 
offers weekly school holiday programs for $220 including a 5% discount for pre-
payment.  They also provide a discounted lunch service and complimentary before 
care camp from 8-9am and after care camp from 3-5.30pm for working parents. 
 
4. How do they compare to prices under the previous management? 
 
Prices for paid children’s tennis coaching for the previous operator are not available. 
 
 
 


