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Light rail a boon for Sydney, but do we have the 
right root? 

The NSW Government’s support for a George 
Street/CDB light rail is a fantastic opportunity to 
improve Sydney’s public transport options. Howev-
er, I have serious concerns about other sections of 
the proposed light rail expansion. The Govern-
ment’s preferred route to Randwick/UNSW would 
take the light rail through Surry Hills via Devon-
shire Street. Concerns have risen that Devonshire 
street may not be wide enough to support a tram 
line and this in turn has led to concerns that public 
land such as Ward Park and Olivia Gardens will be 
sacrificed. 

Local community group PUSH (People Unite Surry 
Hills) have been active on this issue and last month 
held a public meeting attended by Councillors and 
the local state MP. The Lord Mayor, some Council-
lors and concerned residents are calling for a tun-
nel to be built through this part of the route to 
avoid loss of public amenity and housing—
however the Transport Minister has ruled this op-
tion out saying that it would be too expensive. 

While the creation of new infrastructure will al-
ways create some disruption it is important to get 
the balance right and I am concerned that the local 
community may be severely affected. More trans-
parency is needed about the rationale behind the 
Devonshire street route and why it has won out 
over proposals for other routes, such as Oxford St.  

I will continue to scrutinise this process and its 
potential impacts but in the meantime I would love 
any feedback from the local community about how 
best to handle this complex issue. 

Welcome to issue five of Sydney Greens News, my regular newsletter outlining my work on City of Sydney 

Council as your Greens representative.  The March meeting of Council includes a number of matters with sig-

nificant implications for the environmental and social sustainability of our City, including the endorsement of 

the Chippendale Sustainable Communities Plan, a project championed by the Greens over the last few years 

but sadly proposed to move forward in a significantly watered down form.  See below for more details on 

what I’ll be doing to push this matter forward and for info on the rest of this month’s agenda. 

Chippendale Sustainable Communities Plan—fighting for innovation 

The Chippendale Sustainable Communities Plan is an innovative strategy to trans-

form ordinary suburban streets into best practice examples of sustainable design.  

Developed by sustainability expert Michael Mobbs and supported by the Greens the 

plan would use simple measures such as paving roads with lighter coloured con-

crete, revegetating streets and capturing 

rainwater where it falls to cool our sub-

urbs and reduce energy use.  

While the plan was originally commis-

sioned by Council they were reluctant to 

make it public and it took significant cam-

paigning by the Greens and dedicated 

local residents to even get it placed on 

public exhibition.  Now the public have 

had the chance to comment it’s coming before Council for final approval, however 

what we’re being asked to approve is much more limited than what the public was 

shown. 

We are being asked to endorse just three small parts of the plan—a trial of lighter 

coloured roads (subject to reasonably priced providers being found), a finalisation 

of the City’s community composting guidelines (which were going well until they 

were watered down and forgotten about several years ago)  and a small event to 

promote sustainable living in Chippendale. 

This is a long way from the grand sustainable vision presented in the original plan, 

with the bulk of the other actions it contained consigned to a footnote to maybe be 

actioned at some non-disclosed time in the future.  While not all the initiatives are 

easy to put into practice the City has identified a number that it could implement 

straight away if the will was there and I’ll be doing my best to make sure that the 

actioning of these items is given a solid timeframe in which to progress.  The vague 

terms in which they are discussed in the Council papers mean they could easily be 

put off to the point where they never happen. 

I’m uncertain of the level of support I’ll get from other Councillors in this regard but 

I’m not prepared to sit by and let so much work on sustainable innovation come to 

so little. Contact me  I’m always keen to hear from anyone with queries or suggestions.  

You can contact me on  idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 

mailto:idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au


A chance to bring life back to Sydney Harbour 

Sydney Harbour is one of the world’s best known waterways and while it may look beautiful on the surface, it’s no secret that underwa-

ter things aren’t too healthy.  However despite a good proportion of the run-off from a city of 4 million people ending up in it water 

quality isn’t it’s biggest environmental issue—the major factor damaging biodiversity is actually lack of habitat. 

In a natural marine environment most of the shoreline is gently sloping, meaning that there’s a large area of seabed between the high 

and low tide marks where highly diverse habitats like rockpools exist.  In Sydney Harbour much of this environment has been replaced 

by vertical seawalls that don’t allow for rockpools and are thus poor habitat.   However research by Sydney University has shown that by 

building seawalls with a few holes deliberately left in them or attaching ceramic flower pots to existing seawalls artificial rockpools can 

be formed that provide environments which are as good as natural intertidal 

habitats. 

Former Greens Councillor Chris Harris successfully moved a motion in 2010 ask-

ing the City to investigate creating artificial habitats on our existing seawalls but 

staff have attached progress on this matter to comprehensive urban ecology 

strategy, which has been beset by delays.  However this week’s Council meeting 

gave a rare opportunity to make some progress right now with a tender about to 

be finalised to rebuild an ageing section of seawall at Bicentennial Park, Glebe. 

City staff were reluctant to require any unusual designs in the structure when I 

raised the matter in a committee meeting, however I’ve since met with senior infrastructure officers and they’ve warmed to the idea.  

While it’s too soon to know whether or not the new seawalls will be built to critter friendly design standards the idea has certainly been 

planted and if we don’t manage to get progress now hopefully the urban ecology strategy will set us on a path to improving marine bio-

diversity when it appears later this year. 

Conflict between childcare and open space for Annandale’s 

Crescent Lands. 

One of the hardest parts about being a Councillor is trying to 

make a decision based on two or more sets of contradictory but 

equally valid community demands.  This is the situation I’m cur-

rently facing in relation to an area of parkland in Annandale 

know as the Crescent Lands. 

Many years ago, when all of Annandale was still part of the 

Leichhardt Local Government Area, the Council bought several 

buildings on The Crescent with the intention of demolishing 

them and using the land as much needed open space.  Since 

that time demographics in the area have changed and while 

open space is still at a premium there is now significant demand 

from Annandale residents for more childcare as well. 

The Masterplan for the area will be before Council this week 

and it has been suggested that one of the buildings on The Cres-

cent should be kept and used for community purposes.  I feel 

that if this is done the overwhelming purpose it’s used for 

should be childcare and while I’ve received support from resi-

dents pushing for this I’ve also had many contacting me saying 

the whole site should be turned into open space as initially in-

tended by Leichhardt Council. 

This is another matter where I feel I very much want community 

feedback, particularly from residents of Annandale and Glebe.  

Should we try to keep one of the buildings on the site for child-

care, or is the best option to turn it into part of a wider, inte-

grated area of parkland?  Give me a phone call or email if you 

have strong opinions either way. 

 

One size fits all parking policy to go on exhibition 

Parking is an issue that’s never quiet on City of Sydney Council.  We 

have stringent restrictions on parking spaces in new developments in 

order to discourage car use in the City (there simply isn’t space on 

the roads for many more cars) but this inevitably causes conflict with 

residents who have no choice but to use cars. 

The rules around parking vary wildly across the Local Government 

Area, sometimes as a sensible reflection of varying conditions but 

other times simply as a legacy of past Council boundary changes or 

political wrangling. 

So it’s in this context that the Council has developed an overarching 

Neighbourhood Parking Policy, which we are being asked to endorse 

for public exhibition at the coming Council meeting. 

Amongst the proposed changes the plan takes the 30+ different 

parking regimes that currently exist in the City and reduces them to 

11 precincts within which residential and business permits for park-

ing will apply.  Whether rules will be completely uniform across a 

precinct and how existing restrictions, such as the newly implement-

ed resident parking scheme in Alexandria, will be affected is not en-

tirely clear at this stage. 

Council staff admit there will be winners and losers as a result of this 

plan, with some areas losing existing generous parking policies and 

other shaking off rules that are viewed as overly restrictive. 

Nothing will be set in stone at this point in the process, Council is 

simply being asked to support the policy going on exhibition, so 

there’s no reason to oppose that idea at this stage.  As this is such a 

complex issue however I would urge anyone concerned to make 

comments on the policy.  The draft can be found online here and 

information on how to make a formal submission will be available 

shortly. 

Diagram of artificial rockpools in a seawall. 

http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/134152/130318_PDC_ITEM05_ATTACHMENTA.PDF

