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I’d like to acknowledge that we are meeting on Aboriginal land, Gadigal land, 

land that was never ceded, sold, or given away. I pay my respects to their 

elders past and present – this is Aborigianl land, always was, always will be. 

We are here this evening to let the world know that there are people here 

tonight who say no to John Howard’s version of the war on terrorism and the 

invasion of Iraq.  

It was a lie then and it’s a lie now.  

How many times do we hear the same script used over and over again to 

justify entangling our country in the machinations of U.S. foreign policy and 

paranoia about global domination. 

Rogue states, 9/11, the war on terrorism and weapons of mass destruction are 

a litany we’ve heard time and again whenever the U.S. wants to intervene in 

another state’s affairs and our government needs to justify behaving like a 

good client state. 

On march 13th 2003 John Howard gave his infamous national press club 

address outlining his support for the U.S. led invasion of Iraq and the creation 

of what would be called the “coalition of the willing”. He repeatedly referred 

to non-existent weapons of mass destruction and his unquestioning support 

for the claims of the U.S. and their right to military intervention in any country 

they choose. 

It is amazing that after invading Afghanistan, in 2001 after 9/11 to capture 

Osama Bin Laden and Al Queda, they turned their attention to bringing down 

Saddam Hussein who had no connection to the attack on New York at all. This 

was obvious regime change just as we saw in Afghanistan and more recently in 

Libya.  

Today ex-prime minister Howard will yet again justify his decisions to commit 

Australia and its military forces to wars that have devastated the Middle East, 

to wars that hundreds of thousands of citizens of our country marched in the 

streets to reject and to wars that have killed and maimed millions of innocent 

people. 



Mr Howard should be viewed as one of a group of war criminals who 

destroyed a nation state for reasons that any sensible analysis of the situation 

would deny as legitimate. We must never let one man and his political cronies 

take us into an unjust war in this way ever again. 

Greens senator Scott Ludlum currently has a bill before the senate calling for 

parliamentary approval by both houses for any such decisions in the future so 

that this can never happen again.  

This bill was first introduced by the Australian Democrats in 1986 and has 

languished on the books for decades. Personally I believe we should remain 

neutral or there should be a national plebiscite before ever committing the 

country to war unless we are under immediate threat of attack. 

For John Howard to claim that because we were part of the west we were 

targets for extremist terrorist attacks is totally hypocritical and incorrect as 

what he was actually doing was ensuring we could become a target because of 

our involvement in both the invasion of Afghanistan and the Iraq war. 

When you drop weapons containing depleted uranium and phosphorus on 

innocent civilians, on women, children and elders, creating generations of 

deformed and extremely disabled babies, you create the hate and desire for 

revenge that fuels terrorism.  

Thanks John for making us a target. 

Then there were the non-existent weapons of mass destruction which were 

and are a constantly repeated threat – a justification for any sort of 

intervention in countries that contribute to America’s global paranoia, the 

shorthand for this being rogue states. 

The constant conflation of weapons of mass destruction, terrorism and rogue 

states completely muddies the true and complex realities of global relations 

and panders to fear, xenophobia and paranoia.  

We must never forget that this invasion of Iraq was never approved by the 

United Nations Security Council and that the UN weapons inspectors found no 

evidence of weapons of mass destruction. 



Still, one week after Howard’s speech the terrible bombing of Baghdad began 

and one of the oldest civilisations in the world was torn apart - its 

infrastructure, water, electricity and industry destroyed, all in the name of 

saving the west from ‘Islamic terrorism’ and WMDs that did not exist in Iraq. 

In his speech to the press club, Howard, after rejecting genuine humanitarian 

objections to the war, said 

“surely it is undeniable that if all the humanitarian considerations are put into 

the balance there is a very powerful case to the effect that the removal of 

Saddam Hussein’s regime would produce a better life and less suffering for the 

people of Iraq than its continuation.” 

Tell that to the 407 civilians killed last month in March or the 4,250 killed in the 

last year or the hundreds of thousands killed over the decade. 

Bush declared in May 2003 “the end of major combat operations in iraq” and 

Saddam Hussein was captured in December of the same year yet the war and 

occupation continued for another 7 long years leaving the country broken and 

fraught with sectarian violence. 

All the promises and predictions of Howard have proved to be chimeras that 

left a country broken with nothing but promises of reconstruction and 

democracy. Instead we have millions displaced internally and externally and a 

death rate which is totally unacceptable. 

When Howard was asked by a Sydney Morning Herald journalist how much 

Australia would commit to the reconstruction of the country it had devastated 

he was fobbed off with future promises and the explanation that he thought 

we had given $10 million to Kofi Annan’s humanitarian fund. Meanwhile Iraqi 

refugees who escape to Australia are locked up in mandatory detention 

centres instead of being met with compassion for what we have done to their 

homeland. 

John Howard and his cohort of neo-liberals were wrong in 2003 and they are 

still wrong today. These are not “just” wars or part of the humanitarian 

“balance” that he kept referring to. These have been wars of the most violent 

nature incited by a failing and paranoid superpower that will say and do 

anything to get their way and project their power. 



They have already colonised our military with spy bases like Pine Gap, joint war 

games like talisman sabre and troop stopovers in Darwin – we must say no 

more to this militarism on our soil. 

We must never again listen to the likes of John Howard or the lies of the USA, 

we must stand united in our opposition to war and the misery and death it 

causes. 

 

 

   

 

  

  


