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 Rosebery North Precinct Development 

At this month’s Council meeting we’ll be asked to vote on 

publically exhibiting two precinct-wide developments 

aimed at generating ‘urban renewal’ in parts of the City.  

The first is the Rosebery North Precinct (see over page for 

info on the second). 

This development was foreshadowed when the City’s Lo-

cal Environment Plan (LEP) was approved last year and will 

see that plan amended to accommodate an extra 3000 

dwellings in an area of Rosebery south of Epsom Rd be-

tween Rothschild and Dalmeny Streets. 

Accommodating new dwellings in the City is required un-

der state government targets and the plans will see herit-

age sites in the area protected so I supported them when 

they came to committee.  However I’d appreciate local 

input before the matter comes to Council next week for a 

final vote (where I can vote differently if need be). 

Can this area of Rosebery accommodate an extra 3000 

dwellings or would it be an overdevelopment?  Should we 

leave this area as it is or would this result it in being left 

behind as the nearby Green Square development picks up 

the pace?  The plans can be found online at http://

www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/council/about-council/

meetings/calendar-and-business-papers/2013/may/

planning-and-development-committee  (item 9) and input 

is most welcome, whether now or once the plans are put 

on exhibition. 

Welcome to the latest issue of my regular newsletter on my work as your Greens representative on City of 

Sydney Council.  It’s interesting times for Councils in NSW, with the state government looking to dramati-

cally reform a number of aspects of our work, much of which is causing significant community concern.  

Read on to hear about some of these changes, as well as some of the other matters before Council this 

month. 

- Irene  

Planning White Paper Redfern public forum 

The NSW Government’s long running process of reforming the planning 

and development system is near-

ing completion with the recent 

release of a White Paper and draft 

parliamentary Bills outlining the 

way forward.  Many in the com-

munity are concerned about the-

se documents, which retain provi-

sions from the previous Green 

Paper to disallow community con-

sultation on individual develop-

ments and have 80% of applica-

tions for new development ap-

proved automatically under ‘code 

compliance’ and similar provi-

sions. 

Community groups throughout 

the state have mobilised against these changes, working hard to make 

sure the public understand how they will be affected and what they can do 

about it.  At Council’s meeting in February I successfully moved a motion 

calling for formal support for these groups in the form of free venue hire 

and small grants and a number of forums are being organised around the 

City as a result. 

One of the largest of these will be taking place in Redfern on the 27th of 

May and will feature Greens Planning Spokesperson David Shoebridge 

along with speakers from the Better Planning Network, Nature Conserva-

tion Council and local Heffron MP Ron Hoenig.  The Minister for Planning 

has also been invited  to attend to make his case for the reforms.   

If we are to succeed in building a better planning system for NSW we need 

the community involved so I’d urge everyone to come along to learn about 

the proposed new laws, what they could mean for you and what you can 

do about them. 

Contact me  If you have any questions or suggestions 

about my work on Council, or want to be added to the 

mailing list for this newsletter feel free to contact me on 

idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 

Coming to a suburb near you?  You 

won’t know until it’s too late! 

What: Community forum on planning reforms 

When: Monday 27th May, 6:30pm 

Where: Redfern Town Hall, 73 Pitt St Redfern 
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High-rise plans for Ashmore return 

The second precinct-wide development plan before this month’s 

meeting looks set to resurrect one of the big battles of 2011, with Coun-

cillors asked to approve the public exhibition of draft planning controls 

for Ashmore Estate in Erskineville.  The site has been something of a 

political football over the last few years, with a state government im-

posed requirement for the site to host 19 storey buildings giving way to 

the City’s own plan for 9 storey buildings on the site, a plan that locals 

still found so unpalatable that all the plans were dropped and the area 

was excluded from the city wide Local Environment Plan (LEP) signed off 

on in 2012.  Some suggested that this exclusion was an attempt by the Clover Moore Party to neutralise the site as an election 

issue and the return of the plans this week, virtually unchanged from 2012, make that look all the more likely. 

The new plans still permit 9 storey buildings and increases in building density of 40-75%.  The new plans still contain no provi-

sions for extra public transport or schools, areas which are state government responsibility but which need to be part of the 

City’s thinking before such projects are committed to.  And this time around the plans follow on from all the other changes in the 

2012 LEP, which saw many of the surrounding Erskineville streets have their height and density increased, in some cases per-

mitting buildings 2-3 times the size of what is currently allowed. 

Ultimately however, unless society changes its ideas about constant growth (an important discussion to have but one far bigger 

than can be dealt with here) then new developments of this sort are going to continue to be necessary.  The new plans will short-

ly be placed on public exhibition and I’d encourage anyone with strong opinions for or against this proposal to make a submis-

sion, or to contact me with your thoughts as in a month or two I’ll be required to vote on the adoption of these plans and want 

to make sure that the decision I make is in the best interests of the community.  

Food trucks policy to be endorsed 

One of my favourite 

parts of the City’s 

work to create an 

innovative night 

time economy fo-

cused on something 

other than alcohol is 

the food trucks.   

These mobile restaurants roam around some of the City’s hot 

spots after dark selling high quality, relatively healthy, take 

away food.  They make a great alternative to unhealthy, mass 

produced fast food, make sure those who are drinking don't 

do so on an empty stomach and provide interesting rotating 

options for locals who want a quick meal out. 

While the trial of the trucks officially began a year ago some 

of the operators weren’t ready to begin at that time so most 

have only been running for a few months.  Thus it is pro-

posed that the trial be extended while at the same time 

adopting the policy for future food truck approvals, which has 

previously been on public exhibition. 

I’m fully favour of both proposals.  The policy has had a few 

changes made to it to avoid conflict with stationary food ven-

dors in Kings Cross and I think strikes the right balance of 

supporting emerging enterprise and protecting public safety 

and amenity.  I look forward to seeing more food trucks on 

our streets soon. 

Controversial needle dispensing machine 

opened in Redfern 

There has been some media controversy of late over a decision 

by NSW Health to set up a needle dispensing machine outside 

their premises on Redfern St.  While the decision to push ahead 

with setting up this machine was made by the state government 

I was part of the community implementation committee for the 

project and am fully supportive of it’s existence. 

Redfern has rates of HIV and hepatitis C that are both signifi-

cantly above the national averages and a leading cause of trans-

mission of these diseases is re-use of needles.  I think having a 

facility such as this, which can be securely accessed 24 hours a 

day, should go a long way to preventing the spread of these 

terrible illnesses.   

I’m thus disappointed at some of the hysterical reactions to the 

machine’s installation.  Everyone has a right to their opinions  

but there are some, such as 2GB host Ben Fordam and those 

who’ve threatened to vandalise the machine, whose responses 

have been highly unmeasured.  While I understand that some 

people are uncomfortable with acknowledging the existence of 

injecting drug users machines such as this are about saving lives.  

They’re about making sure people with drug problems survive 

their addiction and can be rehabilitated, rather than becoming 

another depressing but all too easily forgotten statistic. 

The needle dispensing machine will be reviewed after a year 

and I hope it’s found to have a positive effect. 


