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Public Housing audit shows Millers Point sell-off not in anyone’s interest 

City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney says that a recently released assessment of 

public housing in NSW, carried out by the NSW Auditor-General, shows that the sell-off of 

public housing properties in places such as Millers Point is not financially sustainable and 

will simply serve to diminish the state’s public housing portfolio. 

The report ‘Making the Best use of Public Housing’ (available online at 

http://www.audit.nsw.gov.au/Publications/Performance-Audit-Reports/2013-

Reports/Making-the-best-use-of-public-housing/Making-the-best-use-of-public-housing)  

states that the cost of acquiring new public housing properties is generally far greater than 

the income generated by selling off properties of similar capacity.  Furthermore, the report 

states that money raised from selling assets has been used to prop up recurrent expenditure 

by the Land and Housing Corporation (LHC - the government department that owns the 

state’s public housing properties) and is not being invested in new properties anyway. 

“The findings of this report cast the proposal to sell off public housing at Millers Point in an 

even more negative light than it already was.”  Clr Doutney said. “While the sell-off will tear 

apart this community, where many families have lived for generations, there could have 

possibly been an argument to justify it if all the money raised from selling properties in this 

high-value area was invested into building more public housing properties elsewhere. 

“Sadly this report shuts down any prospect of that happening.  It seems that under an 

optimistic scenario the money raised from selling off Millers Point would be able to buy new 

properties equal to only one third of the number sold.  More likely however the money will 

just be drained away to pay bureaucrats’ salaries and after a few years the people of NSW 

will be left with nothing to show for the vibrant community that they lost.”   

The report also notes that vacancy turnaround times for public housing properties need to 

be reduced, another issue that Clr Doutney said was obvious when you looked at Millers 

Point.  “There’s dozens of properties in Millers Point that have been sitting vacant for 

months or years, slowly falling apart with no residents to care for them and no maintenance 

from the LHC.  While this is costing the taxpayers through rent not being collected it’s also 
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denying homes to some of the 55 000 households currently on the public housing waiting 

list.” 

Clr Doutney concluded by saying that the report showed there needed to be a serious 

rethink of the unwritten policy of mass housing sell-offs.  “There’s a lot of attention being 

paid to what’s going on at Millers Point thanks to the really active community there but the 

same thing is happening in Redfern, Waterloo, Woolloomooloo, Glebe Point Rd. and 

throughout NSW.  This report gives plenty more weight to the argument that these 

ideologically motivated sell-offs don’t benefit anyone and need to stop,” she said. 

For more information contact Irene Doutney on 0416 410 374. 


