
Sydney Greens News 

Councillor Irene Doutney 
Issue 9 – August 2013 

Hyde Park fig colonnade reprieved for now 

Council received 

welcome news 

this month with a 

report stating 

that the main 

colonnade of figs 

in Hyde Park can 

remain in place 

for a few more 

years. Many of 

the park’s iconic 

trees are of ad-

vanced age (some close to 100 years old) and are thus 

becoming unstable and unsafe, so it was determined in 

2006 that many would soon have to be removed.  It was 

predicted that this removal would need to begin in 2011 

but the main avenue of figs has now been given a clean bill 

of health up to 2017. 

16 other large trees, including 10 figs, scattered through-

out the park will need to be removed in the near future for 

safety reasons, but the City is well prepared to replace the 

trees removed both now and in 2017. Figs produced from 

local stock have been growing in two different nurseries 

for the City since 2006 and are ready to be transplanted 

into the park when they were needed.   

The tree replacement will also allow much needed soil 

remediation works to take place.  When the railway lines 

beneath the park were built in the 1920s much of the sur-

face of the park was used as a dumping ground for con-

struction rubble, which was then covered over with soil, 

leaving it in a fairly poor condition.  It’s something of a 

wonder that such big trees were able to grow there at all 

but hopefully these works will mean the next generation 

of trees will be able to do even better on the site. 

This month Council is dealing with some significant issues related to the environment and heritage, with a masterplan for the Johnsons 

Creek precinct, one of the largest areas of open space in the City, being considered along with the removal of large and beautiful but poten-

tially dangerous trees from Hyde Park and steps being taken to protect the heritage of the Eveleigh Railyards.  Two significant issues out-

side direct control of Council but very relevant to our work have also come up, with the announcement that a lift is to be installed at Red-

fern station and a state government audit showing public housing sell-offs to be financially unsustainable.  Read more about these issues 

below and feel free to let me know what you think.—Irene  

Victory for community with Redfern station to be made accessi-

ble 

In the last week the 

Redfern community has 

received great news 

with the announcement 

that a lift will finally be 

installed at Redfern 

railway station.  Despite 

being used by 50 000 

people every weekday 

and being one of the 

busiest stations in Syd-

ney Redfern’s platforms 

are currently only ac-

cessible by steep stairs 

and escalators.  This makes the station difficult to use for frail elderly people, 

dangerous for parents with prams and entirely off-limits to people who rely on 

a wheelchair to get around. 

The announcement comes 18 months after the local community first launched 

the Lift Redfern campaign to demand the installation of a lift to provide equita-

ble access to the station.  Dozens of volunteers spent hundreds of hours col-

lecting thousands of signatures on a petition and the matter was debated in 

state parliament last year—although sadly the Liberal and Labor parties simply 

used that debate to try to score political points. 

Now that the announcement has been made that the lift will go ahead what we 

need next is a timeframe.  Hopefully we’ll get an indication soon that the lift 

will be installed in the very near future.  Also, the announcement is that so far 

only one lift will be installed, so once we know when the lift will be in place 

hopefully there’ll be a follow up announcement outlining when the rest of the 

station’s platforms will be upgraded in the longer term. 

The one minor disappointment with the announcement is the way the 

Transport Minister ignored the work of the community on the issue and instead 

chose to single out Liberal Councillor Christine Forster as one of the driving 

forces behind the campaign.  I’m not aware of Clr Forster having any 

involvement in the project and am thus curious about the Minister’s 

motives there.  However politics aside this is a victory for the community 

and I look forward to seeing it develop in the future. 

Contact me  I’m always keen to hear from anyone with queries or sug-

gestions.  You can contact me on   

idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 

Greens  Senator Lee Rhiannon, state MP Mahreen Faruqi, candi-

date for Sydney Dianne Hiles and I campaigning for a lift at Redfern 

station shortly before the announcement. 

mailto:idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au


Future plans for Johnsons Creek and Harold Park 

An item of major community interest on this month’s Council agenda has been the 

proposed masterplan for the Johnsons Creek precinct in Forest Lodge/Annandale.  This 

area includes some large tracts of open space, the City’s last remaining mangrove and 

saltmarsh habitats and is set to change dramatically over the coming years as the Har-

old Park development sees 2500 more people move into the area.  

With this in mind, the City has spent the last few months consulting on its masterplan 

for the precinct and has come back with a proposal that has raised passions both for 

and against in the community. The plan proposes extending some of the valuable ex-

isting wetland habitats and possibly having some buildings previously slated for demo-

lition be retained and used for community purposes such as childcare.  While some people are happy with these proposals others are up-

set that they will have to come at the expense of open space.  There is also a proposal to build a new connection between Harold Park 

and the Toxteth Estate via a set of stairs up the cliff face behind the former racetrack site, which is also getting a mixed reception. 

Another matter creating tension in the Glebe community is the proposal for the tramsheds, being adaptively reused as park of the Harold 

Park development, to host a supermarket dramatically larger than originally proposed.  The City’s development control plan for the site 

permitted the building to contain a small supermarket to serve the local residents but the one proposed will be around 2700m2, about 3/4 

the size of a full line supermarket.  Locals fear this size will attract traffic from surrounding areas, clogging local roads and making the qui-

et streets of the new development dangerous for children.  I’d invite anyone concerned about the future of Harold Park and Johnsons 

Creek to contact me and let me know how you feel about these issues.  The masterplan is the beginning of a long term process that is 

currently without a timeline for implementation so there will be plenty of time to have input over the coming months and years. 

Public housing audit shows 

nobody wins from sell-offs 

The push to sell off public hous-

ing properties, started by the 

former Labor state government 

and continued in earnest by the 

Liberals, has been a cause for 

alarm for many people living in 

public housing or concerned 

about social justice generally.  

However it was argued by those who supported the move that tearing 

apart communities was worth it as the money raised would allow 

more public housing to be built elsewhere and produce an overall gain 

in the number of people who could be given homes. 

Sadly a recently released report by the NSW Audit Office shows this 

argument doesn't stack up.  It finds that the money raised from selling 

a public housing property is generally only a third of what it costs to 

acquire a comparable new property and that most money raised from 

asset sales doesn’t go into acquisitions anyway, being used primarily 

to fund the operating expenses of the government department that 

oversees these properties.   

The report is a real slap in the face for residents of Millers Point, Red-

fern, Waterloo, Woolloomooloo and Glebe who face the very real pro-

spect that their homes will be sold off only to have the proceeds 

drained away on paying the salaries of government bureaucrats.    

Hopefully the realisation that such sell-offs are not financially sustain-

able will convince the state government to abandon their plans in this 

regard—a failure to do so will show that they are happy to proceed 

with their ideological quest to sell government assets despite the 

harm it may cause to some of society’s most vulnerable. 

Working to preserve railway heritage 

The site of the former Eveleigh Railyards, now part of the Austral-

ian Technology Park in Redfern, is recognised worldwide for it’s 

outstanding heritage values.  International experts have for dec-

ades called for the preservation of the railway workshops, which 

hold examples of 1900s railway engineering fixtures that no long-

er exist anywhere else in the world.  The Railyards are also signifi-

cant for their role as a major employer of Aboriginal people and 

new migrants throughout their operations. 

Sadly, since the Railyards closed in 1989 much of this important 

site has become derelict.  It wasn’t until 2008 when the Redfern 

Waterloo Authority (RWA) established a heritage taskforce for 

the site that things started to improve, with gains being made 

such as the preservation of the blacksmith’s workshops that had 

remained in operation after the rest of the Railyards closed. 

However since the RWA was absorbed into the development 

body Urban Growth NSW the government seems to have lost 

interest in the heritage of the site and the taskforce was disband-

ed.  With a number of large new developments imminent on or 

near the site I feel it is important to continue to work to preserve 

it’s heritage.  

For the last year I have thus been calling for the taskforce to be re

-established and this month Council began the process.  The Plan-

ning Minister’s office has been contacted by Council and the Lord 

Mayor has personally met with him to argue for the reformation 

of the taskforce.  This will be an important test of the Liberal 

State government’s commitment to our impressive industrial 

heritage. 

This is only the beginning of the process, but I look forward to the 

re-formed taskforce helping to develop innovative ways to utilise 

this site in the present while preserving its important past. 

Millers Point public housing—likely to be 

sold for very little gain. 

Johnsons Creek meets Rozelle Bay 

http://www.audit.nsw.gov.au/Publications/Performance-Audit-Reports/2013-Reports/Making-the-best-use-of-public-housing/Making-the-best-use-of-public-housing

