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Greens push for City to support Climate Council 

City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney has described a motion she will be moving at today’s 

Council meeting for the City to donate $20 000 to the Climate Council as a motion for “a very 

important investment”. 

The Climate Council was formed last month after one of Tony Abbott’s first acts as Prime Minister 

was to shut down its predecessor organisation the Climate Commission.  The Climate Council relies 

on pro bono work by leading researchers and public donations to achieve its aim of providing 

reliable, independent information on climate change and Clr Doutney said the City had both the 

motive and the means to contribute to the organisation. 

 “The City’s goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 70% by 2030 is one of the most ambitious 

targets of any government in Australia, but is in line with what the science says needs to be done to 

protect us from dangerous climate change impacts.” She said.  “Information resources from the 

Climate Commission, such as their ‘Critical Decade’ have helped the City set targets and work out 

how best to meet them. 

“But more importantly than informing Council, the Climate Commission also helped inform the 

community - without a high level of community understanding of the scientific consensus behind 

climate change a democratic organisation like Council can’t implement its positive plans.” 

Clr Doutney said that reliable, impartial information about climate change was more important now 

than ever.  “According to the ABS, between 2007 and 2011 the proportion of Australian people 

concerned about climate change dropped from 73% to 52%.  But while perception may be that the 

issue is of less concern, the reality of the situation is becoming ever more concerning.   

“The latest IPCC report shows that the world has already used up more than half of its ‘carbon 

emissions budget’, with the other half to follow much more quickly based on current trends.  

Australia has also just endured its warmest September since records began and unless the next two 

months are significantly colder than average 2013 will be the warmest year ever recorded, breaking 

a record that was only set in 2005. 

“Thus we need an impartial, reliable body like the Climate Council to educate the public on this 

important issue so that we can take action, both as individuals and as collective organisations like 

Councils.” 



Clr Doutney said that while $20 000 was a lot of money it was within the City’s means and this 

donation was more valuable than many others the City had made in the past.  “We regularly dish out 

similar amounts of money to small bars and other private money making ventures that simply end 

up in a business owner’s hip pocket, while we gave around 30 times as much money as I’m talking 

about here to the recent International Fleet Review. 

“Supporting the Climate Council is making an investment in knowledge about one of the most 

serious issues facing our planet today and I think this donation will be worth every cent.”  She 

concluded.      

For more information contact Irene Doutney on 0416 410 374 


