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Bicycle hub ready to move in to Taylor Square 

The site selection has 

been controversial at 

times but the creation of 

the City’s first dedicated 

bike hub is a step closer 

with a tender to be 

awarded at this month’s 

Council meeting for an 

operator to develop and 

run the site. 

Located in the federa-

tion bank building at 

Taylor Square the bike hub proposal has been controversial at times 

with many arguing that the site should instead serve as a cultural 

centre celebrating the area’s vibrant LGBTI community.  However 

previous attempts to set up a museum of gay and lesbian culture in 

the building sadly resulted in no groups coming forward able to run 

such a facility.   

Given this context I feel that a bike hub is the next best use of for 

the site, and will bring it’s own sense of vibrancy and community to 

the area.  It is proposed that the hub will include bike sales and re-

pair services, a café and community space.  It would also ideally be a 

starting point for a Sydney bike share scheme, similar to the highly 

successful programs run in a number of European cities where bikes 

can be hired at minimal rates for short trips around the city centre. 

Over the years the City has put significant effort into having cycling 

recognised as a healthy and sustainable mode of transport that is 

practical even in congested urban environments like inner Sydney 

and I think this facility will go a long way to helping continue this 

work. 

Should the tender be approved the City will work with the success-

ful applicant to ensure that the heritage values of the iconic building 

are preserved while allowing it to be adapted to its new use.  While 

not what everyone expected from Taylor Square I think it fits per-

fectly with Oxford Street’s proud tradition of being on the forefront 

of progressive social change.   

A quieter than usual month on Council sees us asked to approve a tender for the Taylor Square bike hub, a compromise plan for the con-

tentious Broadway cycle link and funding for Corroboree—a new festival of Aboriginal art and culture to premier at Walsh Bay in Novem-

ber.  Beyond Council we’ve received the good news that the state government is holding back from introducing it’s much maligned Plan-

ning Bill into parliament, hopefully so that they can thoroughly rewrite it, along with the bad news that Housing NSW intends to fiddle with 

a definition so as to up the rent of a sizeable minority of public 

housing tenants.  - Irene Bureaucratic fiddling to cost public housing tenants 

On the 8th of September, while the nation’s media was busy focusing 

on the previous day’s election, NSW Minister for Families and Com-

munity Services Pru Goward quietly announced a new revenue raising 

measure at the expense of some of society’s lowest income earners. 

Claiming justification from a recent audit which found NSW public 

housing was financially unsustainable Goward said that the 9% of ten-

ants who currently pay ‘market rent’ (those who don’t qualify for rent 

subsidies) on their homes would be slugged with extra charges to put 

their rental payments in line with the private market.  

This move will deter low income people from looking for work and 

put casual workers on fluctuating incomes in a very uncertain posi-

tion.  Few tenants would have been aware that ‘market rent’ didn’t 

actually mean the rent that would be charged in the private market 

and most will have significant trouble working out what their actual 

rent could become under this scenario.  Lower rents for public hous-

ing properties are appropriate anyway due to the lack of maintenance 

and prevalence of anti-social behaviour in many housing estates.  

Ultimately the point of public housing is that rents are affordable—

that is no more than one third of a person’s income—for those who 

would have difficulty renting privately.  The idea of false market rents 

and real market rents will simply scare vulnerable residents who’ll 

have no idea what rent they will be paying should their income im-

prove and will thus likely discourage many from trying to improve 

their situation. 

The move is also based on a false premise.  Goward claims that these 

increased rents will free up more housing for those on the waiting list, 

but this will only happen if people are forced out of their homes by 

unaffordable rents.  Otherwise the numbers will just remain the 

same—the audit Goward used to justify these rent increases explicitly 

notes that income generated from housing assets doesn’t fund more 

houses and is simply lost into general government revenue.   

The government needs to get it’s own house in order before kicking 

some of our most vulnerable people out of theirs. 

Contact me  I’m always keen to hear from anyone with queries or sugges-

tions.  You can contact me on   

idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 

The future Taylor Square bike hub 
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Community wins for now on ‘HaZZardous’ planning laws 

Last week I joined a creative new protest movement to highlight the problems with the 

NSW Government’s proposed new planning laws and this week the news has arrived 

that we’ve made a difference, for the time being at least.  Started by the incredibly effec-

tive Better Planning Network the protest has involved wrapping ’HaZZard Tape’ around 

fences and the offices of Liberal MPs to show opposition for Planning Minister Brad Haz-

zard’s proposals. 

If Hazzard gets his way we will see radical changes to the planning system that will see 

the environment become subordinate to ‘economic growth’ in all relevant decision mak-

ing.  We will also see communities unable to give input into around 80% of development applications, which will be determined by boards 

of bureaucrats or certifiers hired by the development’s proponent, with little or no notice given to the public, including people directly 

next door to the development. 

The Bills to enact these regressive changes into law were due to come before parliament this week but following a number of taping pro-

tests and a strong campaign by local Councils throughout NSW Minister Hazzard has stated that his government is open to reviewing the 

proposals and the introduction of the Bills has been postponed. 

I’m very proud to have been part of the movement that secured this important step, however victory is still a long way off.  We’ll all be 

watching with great interest to see what happens with the government’s review, who they consult (will it be Councils and community 

groups or their mates in the development industry?) and what changes they decide to make.  But in the meantime, well done to all those 

involved in raising this important issue.  Watch this space for more 

taping protests as we keep up the pressure on the government to 

make the right choices in it’s review of this issue.     

Corroboree Aboriginal cultural festival coming to Sydney 

This month sees a project I 

am a strong supporter of, 

which has been in the 

works for quite some time, 

take a further step towards 

fruition with Council being 

asked to provide $50 000 

funding towards a landmark 

festival of Aboriginal culture 

known as Corroboree.  Set 

to kick off in November this year Corroboree will bring together some 

of Sydney’s most prestigious arts and cultural institutions to become 

a focal point of indigenous cultural activity.  Partners to the collabo-

ration include the Sydney Opera House, Australian Museum and 

Bangara Dance Theatre.   

Corroboree will be centred around pier 2/3 at Walsh Bay and will see 

the historic wharf transformed by the Wagga Weavers collective for 

the duration of the event to make it very obvious that this part of our 

iconic harbour is home to a celebration of our first people.  Along 

with a wide range of performances and cultural events throughout 

the festival the wharf will also host a Black Arts Market where Abo-

riginal artists can sell their wares, helping people get hold of some 

amazing works and encouraging enterprise amongst Aboriginal 

artists.  The festival will hopefully become a recurring event to com-

plement the permanent fixtures of the Eora Journey. 

Council has long supported the project, providing funding back in 

2011 to support a feasibility study and I’m very glad that the study 

found it was feasible and will be thrilled to see the project become a 

reality later this year.   

Working towards compromise for Broadway cycle link 

Council will this month return to consideration of a major section 

of it’s cycle network, namely the Broadway cycle link that will help 

connect Newtown and Redfern with the southern end of the CBD 

and the area’s educational institutions.  The plan was initially pre-

sented to Council in June this year but consideration was deferred 

so that further investigation could be carried out on a number of 

issues of concern to local residents, including the route the cycle 

link would take in the vicinity of Peace Park. 

The route is of high importance as it already experiences signifi-

cant bike traffic—1000 riders per day along Wilson St— without 

being part of a formal cycle way.  Formalisation of the route is re-

quired to ensure the safety of cyclists, pedestrians and motorists 

and to encourage others to take up this healthy and sustainable 

mode of transport.   

The proposal presented to us this time around includes some 

amendments but residents are still calling for more compromise.   

There are still concerns about the route through Peace Park—one 

of Chippendale’s treasured green spaces.  The cycleway has now 

been moved to the park’s edge and planners have stated that no 

alternative routes are available, however it seems that there has-

n’t been any consideration given to closing off a nearby narrow 

laneway to cars so that it can be incorporated into the route.   

There were also concerns about the impact of traffic signals on the 

corner of Abercrombie and Meagher Streets.  These signals were 

ultimately needed for pedestrian safety independently of the plan 

for the cycleway but have now been redesigned so as to preserve 

as much footpath space as possible. 

Ultimately no one will be 100% happy with the new proposal. In 

the midst of a big city getting bigger compromise is the name of 

the game but it seems there may be room for a little more com-

promise from the City before this proposal is finally settled.  

Fellow Greens and I outside a ‘taped’ state Parliament 

Corroboree’s home in historic pier 2/3  
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