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18 NOVEMBER 2013 

ITEM 13 NOTICES OF MOTION 

REVISED PLANNING BILLS (S103137) 

1. Moved by Councillor Doutney, seconded by Councillor Scott - 

It is resolved that Council: 

(A) note that, despite a number of positive changes made to the Planning Bill 2013 
since the release of the draft exposure version of the Bill, the text of the Bill still 
contains a number of matters contrary to the City’s goals as outlined in the 
Sustainable Sydney 2030 strategy (SS2030) or otherwise raised as problematic 
by Council staff including: 

(i) a weak definition of ‘sustainable development’ which is not consistent 
with the principle of ‘ecologically sustainable development’ used by other 
NSW statutes and includes no reference to the precautionary principle, 
which is key to the way sustainability is defined in SS2030; 

(ii) ‘code assessment’ approval continuing to be used to determine 
development applications in as-yet undefined ‘growth areas’, which will 
limit the ability of Council to make determinations on fine grain aspects of 
the City’s character and consider cumulative impacts should it be applied 
to areas of the City; 

(iii) five year time limits placed on the spending of money collected from 
infrastructure contributions, limiting the ability of councils to spend these 
in a sustainable manner based on long term plans; and 

(iv) ‘Strategic Compatibility Certificates’ that will allow development to take 
place in contravention of Local Plans which have been developed with 
community input; 

(B) note its continued opposition to the Bill despite these changes and call for its 
withdrawal; and 
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(C) request that the Lord Mayor write to the Minister for Planning, the leader of the 
Opposition, Local Government NSW and parliamentary representatives from 
the Greens, the Shooters and Fishers and the Christian Democrats parties 
advising them of this resolution and of Council’s concerns. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Note.  At the meeting of Council, the original Notice of Motion was withdrawn.  
Subsequently, it was - 
 
Moved by Councillor Doutney, seconded by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) - 
 
It is resolved that Council: 

(A) note the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure has made a number of positive 
changes to the revised Planning Bill 2013 and Planning Administration Bill 
2013, such as the removal of targets for code-assessable development; 

(B) note the Lord Mayor has written to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
seeking support for further improvements to the revised Planning Bill, including: 

(i) strengthening the definition of ‘sustainable development’ to ‘ecologically 
sustainable development’; 

(ii) defining ‘code assessable development’ which will be mandatory for 
growth areas to provide greater certainty. Section 3.15 should be 
amended so that the power to determine the extent and nature of Code 
Assessment in each Local Government Area is up to the respective 
council; 

(iii) extending the timeframe for the use of local infrastructure contributions 
from five to 10 years to be consistent with proposals for a statutory 
requirement for local councils to have a 10 year Long Term Financial 
Plan; 

(iv) removing the concept of Strategic Compatibility Certificates, which will 
allow development to take place in contravention of Local Plans, in its 
entirely from the Bill; 

(v) reinstating the ability for councils to levy for affordable housing through 
new schemes.  The commitment to provide affordable housing should 
also be strengthened with a stand-alone NSW Planning Policy for 
affordable housing; and 

(vi) removing other provisions which provide excessive discretionary power 
for the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure to override and amend the 
provisions of local plans; and 

(C) call upon the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure to make amendments to 
the Planning Bill to address the outstanding concerns outlined in the Lord 
Mayor’s letter. 

Carried unanimously. 
 
 


