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Green roofs and walls 

Making a city literally greener 

can also make it figuratively 

green as well.   That’s the 

principle underlying the City’s 

new policy on green roofs 

and walls— cover impermea-

ble, heat absorbing concrete 

surfaces with plants and you 

can dramatically cool the 

building they’re on and their 

surrounds, significantly re-

ducing air-conditioning ener-

gy demand, which is one of 

the highest energy users in a 

city like Sydney. 

Cooler environments also 

have a range of health benefits, with heatwaves in cities being a 

major cause of death for elderly and infirm people, while plants 

growing on walls and roofs can make an important contribution 

to urban biodiversity, provide for sustainable food production, 

improve air quality and sequester carbon from the atmosphere. 

These reasons have led to the City developing a new policy to 

encourage green walls and roofs on buildings, both private and 

City owned.  The policy will see the City review the development 

application process to try to make it easier for developers to 

install green roofs and walls, as well as support research on the 

agricultural value of these structures and investigate incentive 

schemes for those who install them.  The City also plans to con-

tinue installing green roofs and walls on its own buildings over 

coming years and is trialling a range of  different green wall de-

signs on the Goulbourn St parking station.  I’m proud to support 

policies like this and look forward to it making a positive differ-

ence. 

November’s meeting of City of Sydney Council saw a diverse range of policies and plans come back to Council after being a while in the 

works.  We were presented with the Independent Live Music Taskforce’s strategy to support this important cultural sector, a review of the 

food trucks program and the Kings Cross backpacker car market (both of which were very positive) and the City’s new policy on green roofs 

and walls.  I also responded to a large community campaign by putting forward a motion that the City develop a Sunday Streets/Ciclovia pro-

gram to close off streets to cars and open them to pedestrians, cyclists and community events on specific days.  I’m thankful to the other 

Councillors who supported this and look forward to it coming to fruition in a new kind of healthy, outdoor, family friendly party for Sydney.                                          

Strategy to support live music 

This time last year the City established a live music taskforce to look into 

what we could do to support this iconic form of expression that is ironical-

ly struggling while still being incredibly popular. This month the taskforce 

has reported back with a detailed strategy identifying the challenges the 

sector faces and outlining possi-

ble solutions to these. 

While some of the challenges 

listed, such as competition from 

poker machines and complicated 

liscencing rules, weren’t surpris-

ing the report did contain some 

insightful statistics.  For example, 

the widely hyped issue of noise 

complaints against live music 

venues was shown to be less significant than expected, with only 4% of 

the total noise complaints received by the City in the last year relating to 

live music and only 25% of performance venues having been the subject 

of a noise complaint.   

This is an encouraging figure as it shows that the majority of venues in the 

City are able to run live music programs without coming into conflict with 

nearby residents and businesses, and looking at what these venues do 

can give us a positive way forward.  The report also found that even look-

ing at just clubs and pubs, the NSW live music industry is worth close to 

$400 million per year, so the scene is certainly worth protecting. 

Revitalising an industry that has struggled for the last two decades won’t 

be easy, and the taskforce report doesn't have all the solutions, but it 

does represent a positive step forward.  It suggests that the City amends 

various planning controls to streamline live music approvals, refine the 

process for defining ‘offensive’ noise and set up a program to mediate 

disputes involving live music venues. 

I’m sure there are many other ways the industry can be nurtured aside 

from the matters covered in the report, and the best source of knowledge 

is likely on the ground, with the people of Sydney who work in and appre-

ciate the live music scene, so I’d urge the community to provide as much 

input as possible on the report while it’s on exhibition—checkout http://

sydneyyoursay.com.au/live-music for more info and to have your say. 

Contact me  I’m always keen to hear from anyone with queries or sug-

gestions.  You can contact me on   

idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 

              - Irene 

http://sydneyyoursay.com.au/live-music
http://sydneyyoursay.com.au/live-music
mailto:idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au


Updates to food truck approvals policy— are significant fee increases warranted? 

Sydney’s food trucks have been rolling across the City for over a year now, and from most reports it seems they’ve been a big success.  

Access to healthy and higher quality food late at night was something many people asked for when the City consulted on it’s late night 

economy strategy a few years ago and the food trucks, which are trackable via a smartphone app, have been a big hit with late night party 

goers and residents alike. 

Now that the trial period is over the City is reviewing its approval policy for the 

trucks and Council approved its public exhibition at this month’s meeting.  Most of 

the provisions in the new draft seem fairly sensible, my only concern is the massive 

increase in fees that food truck operators will have to pay to be licenced by the 

City.  During the trial period the fee was $400 for a year but under the new pro-

posal this will increase by a factor of 40 with the highest licence category costing 

over $16 000. The program is expensive for the City to run as it requires health and 

safety inspections, traffic planning and maintenance of the tracking app. However I 

am a little worried that upping the fees so much could kill the golden goose, so I’ll 

withhold my judgement on this until I see what the operators and other stakehold-

ers have to say during the public consultation period. 

There was one disappointment in Council’s debate on the matter with some conservative Councillors voting not to support continuing the 

food trucks program as they claim the trucks are hurting more conventional food businesses.  I find this a very strange attitude coming 

from people who generally support the idea of ’the market’ making decisions.  If the food trucks are so popular that they’re hurting other 

businesses this should be a wake-up call for those businesses on the need to innovate.  Most late-night takeaway food options in the City 

are very limited and the food trucks have appeal because they provide unique food choices and are relatively healthy.   

The idea that we should take something away from the people of Sydney because it’s popular flies in the face of what a democratically 

elected body should be doing and I hope that these Councillors reverse their attitude after the policy comes off exhibition.  I’m sure the 

consultation will reinforce just how popular the food trucks are and how they add vibrancy to our streets, particularly late at night.  

Backpacker car market turns two 

This month marks the 2nd anniversary of the Kings 

Cross backpacker car market’s establishment.  

Backpackers have always played an important role 

in the Sydney community but several years ago 

many started to come into conflict with residents 

on Victoria St, Potts Point, after the site became a 

popular place for backpackers to sell their cars 

before returning to their home countries.   

The car market was set up in a nearby parking sta-

tion to allow sales to continue without the conflict.  

It was due to be reviewed after two years and the 

review, considered by Council this month, was 

quite positive, with a recommendation being put 

forward that continued operation of the market be 

a requirement of the lease of the parking station.   

I was supportive of the market already but was 

pleased to find out, in the course of discussing the 

matter in committees, that it’s become something 

of a social hub, hosting regular impromptu musical 

performances and similar events.  I’m really glad to 

see that a carpark—usually one of the most unex-

citing and unfriendly spaces in a city—has been 

transformed into an inviting and creative hub, as 

well as helping to pass no longer needed cars onto 

new owners.  Happy birthday to the backpackers 

car market, here’s hoping it has many more. 

Sunday Streets for Sydney 

The Sunday Streets or Ciclovia program is something that people love around the 

world that involves temporarily closing off a length of street to traffic and replacing it 

with a range of other activities.  The street becomes a safe path for walking and cy-

cling, a venue for community events, exhibitions and stalls and creates a friendly at-

mosphere on the usually inhospitable environment of a road. 

In Bogotá, Columbia, 

where the concept began, 

Ciclovia are held every 

Sunday and public holiday, 

with around 120km of 

streets being turned over 

to the community and up 

to 2 million people coming out every weekend to use the streets as a thoroughfare 

for safe active transport or to participate in a wide range of community events.  From 

their beginning in Bogotá Ciclovia have spread to over 100 cities across the world, 

which run programs of varying size and frequency and host a range of events.   

There’s a strong community campaign running to establish something similar in Syd-

ney so at this month’s Council meeting I put forward a motion that the City investi-

gate establishing such a program here and was pleased to have it supported.  What 

streets such a program may cover, how frequently they may happen and the types of 

events Sydney’s Ciclovia may entail (interactive art, live performances, fitness clas-

ses, picnic areas, playgrounds and market stalls are all part of other Ciclovia around 

the world) are now all open for discussion—my motion was just the first step to 

getting the project developed and now that it’s passed we’ll be looking for input from 

the City’s innovative and creative community members to get Sunday Streets devel-

oped into something that all Sydneysiders can be proud of. 


