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Rallying to protect free, fair healthcare 

City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney was asked to facilitate a rally on Saturday, 

January 4th, to protest the Federal Government’s proposal to levy a $6 ‘co-payment’ on all 

visits to a GP and possibly to the hospital emergency room.  Despite being held in the midst 

of the traditional summer holiday period the rally was well attended with Clr Doutney saying 

this showed community anger at Tony Abbott’s ‘no surprises’ government dropping this 

surprise announcement just before Christmas, when they hoped to avoid media scrutiny. 

“This announcement is a worrying hint at a possible future where Australia’s universal 

health care system, which is the envy of the world, is replaced by a two-tiered American 

style system where only those who can afford to pay receive medical attention.”  Clr 

Doutney said. 

“While $6 to see the doctor doesn’t sound like much to most of us it has the potential to 

seriously impact on low income families, working mothers, the elderly and people with 

chronic illnesses – people with the most medical problems and the least capacity to pay.  In 

fact dissuading these people from seeking medical attention is likely the main aim of the 

plan.  Most of the fee is likely to be swallowed up by the administrative costs associated 

with collecting and processing it, the government is simply looking to make savings by 

having people stay away from the doctor until it’s too late, putting added pressure on 

ambulance and emergency services later down the track.” 

 “Medicare is an equitable and effective system that Australians in the labour and social 

justice movements fought for for over a century.  We can’t allow it to be overturned by 

Abbott’s mad rush towards a budget surplus at all costs.” Clr Doutney concluded. 

For more information contact Irene Doutney on 0416 410 374. 

 


