
 Save Medicare rally – 04/01/14 

I’d like to acknowledge that we are meeting on Aboriginal land, on Gadigal land 

– land that was never ceded, sold or given away and I pay my respects to the 

Elders past and present and any brothers and sisters here today. This is 

Aboriginal land, always was and always will be. 

We are here today to shout out to the coalition government a big no to cuts 

and co-payments to our precious health system. A health system that is the 

envy of the world and which was built on the principles of equity and social 

justice. 

What we are facing today is a foretaste of things to come under this appalling 

coalition government. We knew it would be bad but now we are seeing just 

where this government wants to take us and that is backwards, backwards to 

the elitist system of the past, where only the rich could afford decent health 

care and the working poor died young. 

If the Abbott government has its way we will end up with a dysfunctional two-

tiered system like the United States where universal health care is despised as 

a communist plot – just look at the reaction to Obamacare in America. This 

must never happen here. 

Co-payments are a flag for the future demise of our more equitable health 

system and although $6 doesn’t sound like much to the well-off they will have 

an effect on the working poor, low income earners, casual workers, working 

mothers, the elderly and those with chronic health problems that aren’t 

eligible for the pension. 

Research by Professor Glover in South Australia has shown that across 

Australia over 14% of the population i.e those on low incomes, are currently 

under using the medical system. Imagine how this will increase if co-payments 

are introduced. 

It is also worth remembering that there is a Medicare local review being 

overseen by Professor Horvath, former Howard government chief medical 

officer, which will look at the whole functioning of Medicare local and will 

report back in March this year with its findings. 



Yesterday I asked my GP what he thought of the co-payments and he was 

scathing in his opinion of the whole exercise. Apart from the obvious equity 

issues he believed the payments would only increase administration costs with 

no benefit to the doctors or the patients.  

He feared like many other health professionals that this would just lead to 

patients letting their health issues deteriorate until they were so sick they have 

to go to the hospital. It could lead to a decline in any form of preventative 

medicine for low income workers. 

What is even more perverse is the suggestion to extend this co-payment to 

emergency services as well, to try and discourage patients from resorting to 

hospital services when they can’t afford the doctors increases. 

Barne’s report predicts a 3% decline in GP visits but it must be acknowledged 

that this will lead to an increase in the need for ambulance services and 

numbers attending the emergency wards. 

The whole idea is a stupid repudiation of the social system built up over a 

hundred years by the labour movement and social justice reformers. It is a 

stupid exercise that just shows how out of touch with the community Abbott 

and his razor gang really are. 

In a country that is becoming rapidly unaffordable for ordinary people, with 

Sydney house prices rising by 14% in 2013, any move against the affordability 

of health care is unforgiveable and highlights the battles we will face in the 

future, as this government moves to dismantle our social services in the name 

of the dreaded budget deficit. 

We have seen Abbott’s austerity measures threaten our hard fought for social 

justice system and we just have to look at the attacks on legal aid especially for 

Aboriginal organisations that represent the most jailed group in Australia, 

cutting back and ending funding for climate change departments when we 

have just experienced the hottest year in recorded history, not appointing a 

minister for housing when housing affordability is of national concern, cuts to 

the CSIRO and tafe, the review of the ABC and the list goes on….. 



Abbott’s mean spirited austerity philosophy is leading Australia down a path to 

become the unlucky country eating away at our social infrastructure and safety 

net system. 

Governments are elected to provide services to the community, it is meant to 

provide the conditions for a healthy, productive and peaceful society. It is 

there to create a just and fair state that governs for the good of the people not 

just for the good of the economy. 

Abbott’s rule by reviews will see all social services face cuts by these razor 

gangs and the rejection of policies made to make society more equitable such 

as the mining tax and the putting a price on carbon pollution. 

What the government must do is increase funding to the hospital system and 

ensure universal health cover for all Australians, especially for the first 

Australians. This is what the Greens are committed to and we must all 

campaign to ensure that these co-payments and other potential changes to 

Medicare and the health system are stopped in their tracks. 

We demand a just and fair health system for everyone. 

 

 


