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Actions to back up words on Biennale Funding from Transfield 

City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney has this week announced she will be taking 

action to back up her words concerning the sponsorship of the Sydney Biennale by 

Transfield, a company linked with the off shore detention of asylum seekers.  Clr Doutney 

has written to the Biennale board of directors expressing her concerns and says that she 

won’t be attending any of this year’s festival as a matter of conscience. 

Clr Doutney said she had been concerned about the issue ever since it was revealed that 

Transfield, a major sponsor of the Biennale, had taken on a $1.22 billion contract from the 

Federal Government to run the Manus Island detention centre, just days after violence 

there left one young man dead and dozens of other people injured.  “I’ve always loved the 

Biennale, it’s a wonderful smorgasbord of art and culture, and I gratefully accepted 

invitations to a number of events when I received them a few weeks ago.” She said.  

“However I can’t in good conscience attend an event that is partly funded by the suffering 

and human rights abuses that our government inflicts on asylum seekers, some of the most 

vulnerable people in the world.” 

Clr Doutney said this was a personal decision and she was not encouraging others to boycott 

the event.  “I wish the Biennale every success, however I feel I need to take some action to 

let the organisers know how I feel. A motion moved by fellow Councillor Linda Scott last 

week that would have seen Council formally expressing its concern was not successful, 

which is a shame because the City is contributing $300 000 to each of the next three 

Biennales so would be quite likely to be listened to.  During the debate in the Council 

Chamber I had to make an ethical choice; to continue with the spirit of the Motion, which 

was to express my outrage with action, or to accept the status quo. I have chosen to act on 

my conscience. 

“The City chose an easy way out, instead writing to Prime Minister Abbott to protest his 

policies in this regard, something he’ll certainly ignore in his quest to appeal to the lowest 

common denominator.  So I’ve written the letter Council didn’t, suggesting that the board 

review future sponsorship arrangements to make sure they adhere to the principles of 

ethical procurement.  I’d suggest anyone else concerned about the issue, whether or not 



they choose to attend Biennale events, do the same and I hope that we’re listened to and 

that the next Biennale will not pose such a moral dilemma for its supporters.” She 

concluded. 

 


