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Live Music Action Plan takes off 

As a long time live music patron I am thrilled to see the Live Music 

Performance Action Plan come to the April Council meeting. The 

Greens have always recognised the benefits of a strong live music 

scene. One of my first acts as a newly elected Councillor in 2008 

was to support the campaign to help the Oxford Arts Factory with 

noise complaints. I am pleased to see Council formally recognise 

the need to support this industry as part of our broader cultural 

and community goals.  

The plan features 57 different measures which aim to tackle regula-

tory barriers for venues and improve the City’s relationship with 

the industry. The community has responded to the plan with enor-

mous enthusiasm.  

Other measures in the Action Plan include grants for organisations 

wanting to hold all-ages events, increased access to rehearsal spac-

es in City owned properties and advocate for venues that exist pri-

marily for live music to be exempt from the NSW Government’s 

lock outs. There is clear evidence to show that live music reduces 

alcohol consumption which fits in with the City’s broader goal of 

providing a more diverse late night cultural experience to reduce 

the incidence of ‘beer barn’ style anti-social behaviour. The Action 

Plan also proposes further research into audible low frequency 

noise which has the ability to travel the furthest. Currently, regula-

tions only focus on noise levels for higher frequencies as low fre-

quencies are more difficult to measure. With further research and 

improved building standards we can further mitigate the impact of 

this on local residents. 

I do have some concerns for residential areas adjacent to the lock-

out areas. Some of these areas are zoned as mixed use (eg. Resi-

dential and commercial) and therefore subject to exempt and com-

plying development regulations, meaning that they may not require 

a development application for a change of use to a property. I have 

called for sensitivity when dealing with these areas.  

I have placed a Notice of Motion on the April Council meeting agen-

da for the City to investigate re-establishing free lunchtime con-

certs held in the Martin Place amphitheatre featuring emerging 

Sydney artists. Council was responsible for a similar program during 

the 1990s which ran regularly during lunchtime. It was a huge suc-

cess and added to the festive atmosphere to the city.  

This month I have attended a number of community actions focussed on the plight of public housing residents and victims of domestic vio-

lence. At the April Council meeting I am looking forward to seeing the approval of two fantastic policies to improve Sydney’s Live Music Sce-

ne and encourage green walls and roofs (page 2). I’m always keen to hear from anyone with queries or suggestions.  You can contact me on  

idoutney@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 9265 9812. 

Housing residents stand up 

On the 27th March I joined other 

public housing residents in the 

March for Maintenance rally out 

the front of NSW Parliament 

House. While it is always good to 

see a well attended rally it was 

sad to see how many people’s 

lives had been disrupted by the 

neglect of Housing NSW. Mem-

ber for Balmain Jamie Parker and a number of residents recounted 

moving and very personal stories where they had been affected. Many 

of these people were already facing challenging circumstances in their 

lives only to be forced to watch their home falling apart around them. 

I have advocated for many residents who have been unable to get 

their landlord – Housing NSW – to make necessary repairs to their 

buildings. In all these cases the health and safety risks each dwelling 

posed would be unthinkable in the private rental market but were not 

considered a priority by the department. Leaking ceilings that compro-

mise light fittings and wet floors, rotten fences and decking, and 

blocked guttering were common. A number of residents I met had 

abandoned entire rooms in their flats because of severe damp/mould 

that was aggravating respiratory problems. Many of these residents 

were elderly and were experiencing mobility problems and I feared for 

their safety on wet floors and dark rooms with broken light fittings. 

The rally was a great opportunity for these residents to come together 

and demand action. Overwhelmingly they feared their flats and blocks 

would become victims of ‘demolition by neglect’. Nowhere is this 

more evident than for the residents of Millers Point who are facing 

eviction because, after years of neglect, Minister Goward thinks the 

maintenance bill is too high. 400 tenants will be evicted from a com-

munity that many of them has lived in their whole lives. 

Millers Point goes to the heart of what we want our cities and commu-

nity to look like. It is vital that the City of Sydney remains a diverse 

community. With the rapidly rising costs in the private rental market 

we are seeing people on low incomes being pushed out of their own 

communities. Along with my Greens colleagues, I will continue to ad-

vocate for the rights of the Millers Point housing community to remain 

in their homes. 
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 Harold Park Tram Sheds 

This Monday the development application for the Harold Park Tram Sheds will come before Council.  This proposed development has 

been one of the most highly controversial amongst local residents in recent times. The community is already feeling under pressure from 

the forthcoming apartment complex on the old Harold Park Paceway site and is understandably anxious about the added pressure that a 

supermarket would bring to the surrounding streets. 

This application originally came before Council in December and we are now reviewing the amended plans. For the second time the size 

of the supermarket has been reduced. The new proposal has also increased the bicycle parking from 50 to 84 and the car parking from 

142 to 145.  

I have particular concerns about the entrance to the proposed development at Chapman Rd. Due to its proximity to the parklands, Chap-

man Rd is regularly used by pedestrians, cyclists and dog walkers. The upgrade of the road as part of the new development will see a sig-

nificant rise in the number of vehicles moving through this space. While I am excited about the prospect of urban renewal and creating 

new community venues within this site I really hope we can achieve a more balanced 

outcome for the local residents. 

In a related proposal coming to the April Council the developers, Mirvac, have pro-

posed that the site be changed from Forest Lodge to a new suburb called Harold 

Park. If this proposal is unsuccessful their alternative proposal is to change the site 

from Forest Lodge to Glebe.  

It is worth noting that the City’s Historian is opposed to this proposal. Certainly I feel 

that, aside from the importance of our heritage, this development has already caused 

division within the community and I have concerns that a name change will not im-

prove the situation. 

Closure of Women’s Refuges in inner Sydney 

This week I met with representatives from women’s’ refuges from 

across the city who are facing possible funding cuts as a result of the 

NSW Government’s new approach to homelessness – Going Home Stay-

ing Home. While this strategy has commendable goals of returning 

homeless people to their community of origin to receive support ser-

vices it fails to address the threat that domestic violence poses to the 

safely of women escaping from it. As a society we are only just starting 

to recognise the ubiquitous nature of domestic violence in families of 

all backgrounds, cultures and classes. The victims fear for their lives and 

the lives of their children. It is often not safe for them to remain in their 

communities of origin and, as a result, they come to the city to seek 

refuge. 

For these women the potential closure of inner city refuge services may 

mean their last opportunity to avoid street living. These organisations 

stand to lose up to $6M funding across the inner city area. Services that 

provide affordable housing via Housing NSW as part of their programs 

stand to lose access to these properties. I understand two women’s 

services organisations have already begun the process of winding up as 

the Government’s new framework is being implemented. The new ser-

vice tenders being released by the Government clearly indicate that 

there will be no room for organisations that focus on the provision of 

women’s services only. The organisations estimate that 400 women will 

be affected by these changes. 

It is distressing to see this happen in such a critical and already under-

funded area. I will be following this issue closely and advocating to Gov-

ernment and within Council about the importance of these services. At 

a time when community awareness about domestic violence is growing 

it is sad to see the Government backing away. 

Green Roofs and Walls 

Urban biodiversity is a great pas-

sion of mine and I am really ex-

cited to see Council approve a 

strategy for Greens Roofs and 

Walls which will increase the 

amount of green space in the 

city. One of the best examples of 

what can be achieved with green 

walls is the new development at 

the Carlton United Brewery/

Central site on Broadway which 

has a beautiful and impressive 

façade featuring many different types of plants. 

The threat of climate change to our biodiversity calls on us to 

find new and innovative solutions to species loss. This expan-

sion of green space in our urban environment gives us a critical 

opportunity to offer new spaces to threatened ecological plant 

communities. Importantly, these new green spaces will also 

assist in reducing the “heat island” effect on our urban environ-

ments in summer which drives up the use of air conditioners 

used to cool an environment that has trapped heat. 

The City will develop new guidelines to assist with creating ‘best 

practice’ green urban spaces. The new guidelines will take into 

consideration issues such as plant type, materials and locations 

to ensure that our green walls and roofs last into the future. 

There will also be further research into the potential increased 

nutrient load that green roofs and walls may place on our storm 

water systems. 


