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SOS WOMEN’S SERVICES FORUM 

May 29, 2014                         10.30am 

Strangers’ Lounge, NSW Parliament 

 

 

Thank you, Wendy [McCarthy, chair]. Good morning, everyone. 

 

I’d like firstly to acknowledge the Gadigal people of the Eora nation, the 

traditional custodians of our land, and to pay my respects to their Elders 

past and present. I also acknowledge the people of 200 nations who live 

in our City. 

 

I’d also like to acknowledge Alex Greenwich, Member for Sydney; Jamie 

Parker, Member for Balmain, the Hon Linda Burney, and guests. 

 

The City of Sydney is deeply concerned about the implications of the 

Going Home, Staying Home strategy. While much of it sounds good in 

theory, the people in this room – and those of us at the City – see some 

worrying implications and outcomes. 

 

Of course the regions need more help. But to have $6 million cut from the 

City’s funding is absolutely disastrous, especially at a time when our 

latest Street Count survey shows a significant increase in the number of 

rough sleepers. 

 

That upward trend is worrying. And what is worse, as many people in this 

room would know, is that those counts – valuable though they are – give 

a somewhat distorted picture. At any time, there are many women and 

children who may not be sleeping rough as such and so do not figure in 

the counts. 

 

But they are nonetheless essentially homeless, likely to be found couch-

surfing, or in temporary and unsuitable accommodation. There are also 

some who continue in an unsafe relationship in order to keep a roof over 

their children’s heads. 

 

They are the ones who don’t make it into the official statistics. 

 

Even now, the Stepping Out housing program can tell of one woman and 

her three children living in a tent; another with her children living in a 

car.  
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Many of these women are escaping from violent men and need the 

assistance of programs designed specifically to meet their needs. It’s 

hardly surprising that they are uncomfortable – indeed, some are 

desperately frightened – to be in a mixed environment. Yet this is what 

the Going Home, Staying Home model promotes. 

 

There are about 2000 women currently using these women’s specialist 

services that the proposed new model will leave stranded. 

 

It seems to me that the Going Home Staying Home report misunderstands 

the very nature and repercussions of domestic violence. These women 

want to escape, they need to feel that they and their children are safe. 

 

They want to be as far away as possible and they want to be as 

anonymous as possible. But they won’t get that feeling if they are just in 

the next suburb, or still within reach of their abuser. 

 

I can speak from experience of trying to escape from an abusive 

relationship but because I stayed in the same area he found me within a 

couple of days. I was severely attacked and the street ended up lined with 

police. Even their presence barely deterred him. This will become 

commonplace under the new system. 

 

The Going Home, Staying Home model will not give women that sense 

of safety which is vital if they are to build new lives for themselves and 

their children. 

 

We need to continue the women’s services that have proved their worth 

over the last 30 plus years, the services that have been designed 

specifically for the most vulnerable people of all, abused women and their 

children. 

 

We need more than ever to protect these services and not see them vanish 

due to rationalization and the flawed Going Home, Staying Home Policy. 

 

I congratulate the organizers of today’s forum and promise that the City 

will do its level best to keep these services going. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


