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City signs up to another developer bonanza 

City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney has expressed strong disappointment in the City of 

Sydney’s decision to sign up to a Memorandum of Understanding which hands planning decisions over 

to Urban Growth NSW. The MOU agreed to at the July Council meeting grants all planning powers 

over to the Government in regards to the redevelopment of the Bay Precinct, Parramatta Road and 

Central 2 Eveleigh. 

“This MOU is Barangaroo take 2. The City has handed over all powers to Urban Growth NSW and 

signed up to a glorified meeting schedule that will make us complicit in planning decisions that are out 

of our hands,” said Cr Doutney. 

“Urban Growth NSW had backed the City, and other Councils, into a corner. If we didn’t sign the MOU 

we were cut out of the consultation. The agreement provides multiple opportunities for Council 

representatives to take part in consultations and review panels but there is no mechanism through 

which we can achieve anything for the community. 

“Leichhardt Council has already deferred their decision on the MOU until the concept plan has been 

released and is receiving legal advice on the implications of the agreement.   

“The NSW Government is, in effect, the landowner, developer and approval authority. This represents 

an enormous conflict of interest. This Government has a poor record of promoting community needs, 

access to open space and ecologically sustainable development principles ahead of private interests. 

“Our experience with Barangaroo is an ominous sign that these re-developments may become a 

developer wish list. Projects like Central 2 Eveleigh and the Bays Precinct should be focussed on 

affordable housing and community services. We have so few opportunities left to get the housing mix 

right in the inner city.  

“My fear with the redevelopment of the Bays Precinct is that this land will become a gold rush for 

developers who are keen to tie up the last remaining waterfront sites in Sydney with luxury 

apartments for the top end of town. 

“Councillors will continue to advocate for community infrastructure and sustainable development with 

one hand tied behind our backs,” concluded Cr Doutney. 

For more information contact Irene Doutney: 0416 410 374 


