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State Government bludgeons Millers Point community again 

Greens Councillor Irene Doutney from the City of Sydney has been a long-standing supporter of the 

Millers Point community throughout the heartless sell-offs, executed by a ruthless State Government. 

Now, the community’s revered service, Darling House, is being forced to close down due to the 

Government’s removal of their “peppercorn rent”. This measure has ensured the operational success 

of the service, enabling housing for elderly residents who require care. Councillor Doutney is urging 

relevant bodies to re-allocate the necessary funding to save these services.  

“Without proper funding, and the removal of their peppercorn rent, these valued community groups 

have no options”, Cr Doutney said. “They are forced into closure, and the whole community loses” 

“Darling House is a beautiful old home that has been set up for the elderly to live in for the rest of 

their lives. These are some of the most vulnerable members of our community. The Government is 

going to be responsible for ejecting them from their homes and from their community.  

“And the core question is: who is next? What is going to be the next service that is stripped of its 

peppercorn rent? Or its funding? 

 “These are not-for-profit services that directly address the needs of the community. They cannot 

serve the community when they are being consistently bullied by a Government that refuses to 

support them.  

“Other community services in Glebe and Waterloo are under threat as well. If they are going to 

remove the peppercorn rent for Darling House, I don’t know where they will stop. Many of these 

services have been there for a long time and established the necessary trust with their community. 

We cannot let this rapacious Government destroy our not-for-profit community sector. I will be calling 

on Council to lobby for the protection of peppercorn rent services at the next Council meeting,” Cr 

Doutney resolved. 

 

For more information contact Irene Doutney: 0416 410 374 

Or Gillian Pick 02 9246 7304 

Or Catherine Turner 02 9246 9700 


