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ITEM 10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE  

PARK CLEAN UPS (S103146) 

11. By Councillor Doutney 

Question 

In relation to recent clean ups undertaken by Police at Walla Mulla Park in 
Woolloomooloo and Wentworth Park in Glebe: 

1. What items are being removed from the park? 

2. Is there a process whereby homeless people living in the park can retrieve any 
possessions lost in the clean up? 

3. Are the officers conducting the clean-up leaving bedding items on site? 

4. What involvement do City staff have in these park clean ups? 

Answer by the Lord Mayor 

The City aims to ensure that our parks and public space are accessible and can be 
enjoyed by everyone, including people who are homeless. The City encourages 
responsible behavior by all people in our public spaces whilst acting to ensure that 
people who may be disadvantaged are not discriminated against and are treated with 
compassion and respect. 

The City employs two public space liaison officers who work with City business units, 
service providers and other external stakeholders to manage the impacts of 
homelessness in the public domain whilst ensuring that vulnerable people have 
access to the support they need. 

Both Walla Mulla Park and Wentworth Park are occupied by rough sleepers.  In order 
to maintain the safety of these areas and manage the buildup of items, regular clean 
ups are required. The homelessness unit works with rough sleepers to negotiate 
removal of unwanted nominated items.  Items removed in the past have included 
furniture (lounges, beds, dressers), shopping trolleys, mattresses, soiled blankets, 
bags of paper and general waste. 
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In order to ensure the opportunity exists for personal effects to be claimed, the public 
space liaison officers provide advanced notice of the clean-up, discuss the need for 
items with the homeless persons, and encourage them to be on site at the time the 
collection takes place.   

In settings such as Wentworth Park this notice is given at least 48 hours prior to the 
clean-up, which is required every 6 weeks.  Walla Mulla Park requires daily cleaning 
due to higher numbers of homeless people and the build-up of materials.  In this 
instance, both the Police and the public space liaison officers visit the site and 
discuss the needs of the homeless persons with them.  They are advised to collect all 
personal items and store them within lockable bins supplied by the City by 7.30am 
daily.  As the area has a transient homeless population, many items are left 
unclaimed.  City waste and cleansing teams service the site daily at 9am and remove 
any unclaimed items. The City never disposes of items deemed to be of a personal 
nature, eg, diaries, personal papers, bail notices, housing applications, ID.  Attempts 
are made to locate the owner of the property, or a responsible adult who knows the 
person named in the personal items, and leave it with them. Otherwise, the items are 
handed to Police.   
 
The lockable bins are checked by City staff and homeless people every two months 
and cleaned. Over the past two weeks, Police have conducted two larger clean ups 
and requested assistance by City staff.  This involved removing items placed by 
Police on the corner of Cathedral Street and Forbes Street.  Police coordinated, and 
assisted with, this clean up. 
 
These prearranged clean ups are conducted and, where necessary, the Police.  They 
allow the homeless people the opportunity to discuss their needs, retain personal and 
essential items such as bedding, and to discuss support and longer term housing 
options. 


