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GREENS COUNCILLOR BACKS CALL FOR GREYHOUND RACING BAN 

City of Sydney Greens Councillor Irene Doutney has called on the City of Sydney to back a NSW-wide 

ban on Greyhound racing following revelation of industry-wide cruelty, including the practice of live-

baiting. 

“On Monday night, I introduced a Notice of Motion calling on the City of Sydney to support the 

Greyhound Racing Prohibition Bill 2015. The industry has clearly demonstrated they cannot be trusted 

to meet community expectations in relation to animal welfare. As a Council that values the lives and 

contributions animals make to our communities we need to show leadership on this issue,” said Cr 

Doutney. 

The Greyhound Racing Prohibition Bill seeks to end commercial greyhound racing in NSW and provides 

support for those working in the industry to find alternative employment and to re-home the dogs. It 

was introduced to the Legislative Council last week by John Kaye MLC. 

Cr Doutney continued, “Recent investigations have revealed the practice of using live animals such as 

rabbits and possums as bait in training is widespread. The industry is also responsible for the deaths of 

an estimated 18000 of dogs every year that are surplus to the industry’s needs.” 

“The City of Sydney is the home of Wentworth Park where over 100 greyhound races take part each 

year. We must stop supporting this industry that leads to such widespread death and cruelty, and 

catch up with the rest of the world.” 

Cr Doutney’s Notice of Motion was amended by the Deputy Lord Mayor. The amended motion calls 

for greyhound racing to be banned if the industry does not improve its practices following the NSW 

Parliament’s Special Commission of Inquiry.  

“I was disappointed that the motion was not supported in its original form, however, I welcome the 

commitment of my fellow Councillors to observe the Special Commission of Inquiry into the industry. 

Once the outcome of the Special Commission is known I will be bringing another Notice of Motion to 

Council to ensure we take a stand on this issue.” 

For more information contact Irene Doutney: 0416 410 374 


