
Resolution of CouncilResolution of Council

18 MAY 2015 

ITEM 13 NOTICES OF MOTION  

GREYHOUND RACING (S103137) 

4. Moved by Councillor Doutney, seconded by Councillor Scott - 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) the Greyhound racing industry has been revealed to operate under 
endemic animal welfare abuse, revealed through the abhorrent practices 
exposed by the ABC Four Corners episode ‘Making a Killing’; 

(ii) that the Greyhound racing industry is responsible for high levels of 
‘surplus’ breeding, resulting in the abandonment and, oftentimes, death of 
dogs not deemed profitable. This results in the death of 18,000 
greyhounds per year, industry-wide, as documented by Animals 
Australia; 

(iii) Greyhound racing authorities have proven themselves incapable of 
complying with either legal or community standards of animal welfare 
matters; 

(iv) that, as stated by Greyhound Rescue, there are greyhounds that are 
handed over from racing into rescue centres either injured or in poor 
condition; and 

(v) that Australia is globally behind on this issue, as one of only eight 
jurisdictions that allows commercial greyhound racing; and 

(B) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to write to State Government in 
support of the Greyhound Racing Prohibition Bill 2015, which seeks to ban 
greyhound racing by 1 January 2016, with funds transferred into re-homing and 
transitioning dogs into domestic lives. 
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Note.  The above motion was not carried.  The resolution as follows was carried. 
 
It is resolved that Council: 

(A) note: 

(i) the Greyhound racing industry has been revealed to operate under 
endemic animal welfare abuse, revealed through the abhorrent practices 
exposed by the ABC Four Corners episode ‘Making a Killing’; 

(ii) that the Greyhound racing industry is responsible for high levels of 
‘surplus’ breeding, resulting in the abandonment and, oftentimes, death of 
dogs not deemed profitable. This results in the death of 18,000 
greyhounds per year, industry-wide, as documented by Animals 
Australia; 

(iii) Greyhound racing authorities have proven themselves incapable of 
complying with either legal or community standards of animal welfare 
matters; 

(iv) that, as stated by Greyhound Rescue, there are greyhounds that are 
handed over from racing into rescue centres either injured or in poor 
condition; 

(v) that Australia is globally behind on this issue, as one of only eight 
jurisdictions that allows commercial Greyhound racing;  

(vi) that a Special Commission of Inquiry into the State’s Greyhound racing 
industry, headed by The Honourable Michael McHugh AC QC, will open 
on 10 June 2015 and provide a final report by September 2015; 

(vii) that the Inquiry’s Terms of Reference include an evaluation of whether 
the issues with the governance, integrity and animal welfare standards 
are able to be appropriately addressed to permit the continuation of a 
Greyhound racing industry in NSW that is sustainable and provides an 
ongoing economic and social contribution to the State; and 

(viii) that RSPCA NSW has expressed support for the Special Commission of 
Inquiry into Greyhound racing in NSW; and 

(B) request the Lord Mayor write to the Special Commission of Inquiry to: 
 
 (i) condemn the appalling treatment and animal welfare standards that have 

been revealed as common practice within the Greyhound racing industry; 
and  

 
 (ii) advocate Greyhound racing be banned if the Greyhound racing industry 

does not reform its practices within a timeframe established by the 
Special Commission of Inquiry. 

 
Motion carried. 
 
 


