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ITEM 11 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN ASHMORE ESTATE (S103146) 

17. By Councillor Doutney 

Question 

Regarding the Ashmore redevelopment in Erskineville: 

1. What attempts were made to ensure that affordable housing is included in the 
redevelopment? 

2. Are there any Voluntary Planning Agreements with the developers of the 
estate? 

3. If so, is there any room for an affordable housing target? 

Answer by the Lord Mayor 
 
The Ashmore planning controls were developed as part of the Sydney Local 
Environmental Plan 2012 and Sydney Development Control Plan 2012. In 2009, the 
City reported to Council options to increase the amount of affordable housing that 
could be achieved through the planning framework. Options considered included the 
expansion of affordable housing levies across the Local Government Area (LGA) as 
well as the part capture of ‘planning gain’ that might result from changes to planning 
controls.  It was anticipated that the introduction of these approaches would play a 
major role in achieving the City’s affordable housing targets.  

At that time, the NSW Department of Planning and Environment did not support 
including the required clauses in the draft LEP to implement a levy. Without the 
support of the NSW Government, the City was unable to require an affordable 
housing contribution or outcome in Ashmore. 

There are 10 development applications in Ashmore that have been either determined 
or are under assessment (D/2015/865, D/2014/1703, D/2015/154, D/2014/912, 
D/2011/2152, D/2013/428, D/2014/1609, D/2014/1609, D/2014/2037, D/2014/1805).  
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Voluntary planning agreements have been offered for almost all of the above 
development applications for the provision of public infrastructure or monetary 
contributions towards infrastructure. They include provision of land and works for 
roads, services infrastructure, separated cycleways, pedestrian walkways and parks. 

Sustainable Sydney 2030 and the City’s Affordable Rental Housing Strategy 
establish a target that, by 2030, 7.5% of all housing will be affordable housing and 
7.5% will be social housing.  

The only tools available to Council is to prioritise affordable housing provision 
through a further rezoning, which was the case with 87 Bay Street, and which was 
recently approved by Council in relation to the ’investigation’ site in North Alexandria 
and South Alexandria.  

While a rezoning at the Ashmore Estate might be attractive to the land owner(s), in 
order to pursue affordable housing, it would mean considerably higher density 
developments than those which are currently proposed. We don’t believe significantly 
greater density or height above what is in the LEP is warranted at this location. 

There is limited opportunity to achieve affordable housing in Ashmore without State 
Government support or policy that allows a planning framework that requires its 
provision or a contribution. 
 
 


