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MEDIA RELEASE: THIRTY BUCKS TO PEEK PAST PACKER’S PECKER 
 
State Government have reneged on their promise from only months ago, to 
return Barangaroo Reserve to public hands, through plans to charge the 
public to attend the site to see the New Year’s Eve fireworks. 
 
Barangaroo Delivery Authority will release 10,000 tickets to go on sale, 
costing $29.50 for adults, $14.50 for children, and $79 for a family pass.  
 
There is currently a pattern of privatisation, seen through the recent public 
housing sell-offs and James Packer’s towering Casino, overwhelming the 
view of our city’s skyline. Whilst we are being told that it’s all for our benefit, 
the result is the same; public lands are being hijacked from public hands.  
 
Greens Councillor Irene Doutney from the City of Sydney spoke on the issue. 
 
“This is yet another money grab at the expense of the public. The City of 
Sydney puts on the New Year’s Eve Fireworks which already draws crowds 
from across the globe. There is enough money to be made without charging 
the public to access their own lands”, Cr Doutney said 
 
“The Barangaroo Delivery Authority wants to charge nearly $30 for an adult 
ticket – and this doesn’t even guarantee a view. It’s a first-come first-serve 
basis, so a family is looking at almost $80, perhaps just to look up at the sky.” 
 
“The Barangaroo Packer Casino will already encroach onto public lands, and 
overshadow our iconic Harbour views. Now the Government is setting up the 
Barangaroo Reserve for the trend of ticketed events. It is a complete abuse of 
public property”, Cr Doutney said.  
 
Councillor Doutney spoke publicly to radio station 2UE regarding this issue 
and the impacts it will have. 
 
 
 
More info: Cr Irene Doutney  0416 410 374 


