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23 NOVEMBER 2015 

ITEM 14 NOTICES OF MOTION  

CHARGING FOR PUBLIC LANDS (S103137) 

1. Moved by Councillor Doutney, seconded by Councillor Scott - 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) Barangaroo Reserve was recently opened by the State Government on 22 
August this year, to the proclamation that the land was being “returned to 
the people”; 

(ii) Barangaroo Delivery Authority has recently announced the sale of 10,000 
tickets for access to these public lands for views of the fireworks over New 
Year’s Eve; 

(iii) the public are expected to pay $29.50 for one adult ticket, $14.50 for a 
child, and $79 for a family pass; 

(iv) an Authority spokeswoman revealed that these costs could not even 
guarantee a Harbour view. The underwhelming consolation for this is that 
“everyone will have a full view of the sky”; and 

(v) the recent slew of public lands being sold off to private interests, including 
public housing sell-offs, and James Packer’s proposed Casino that 
encroaches onto public land; and 

(B) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to the State Government, rejecting their 
attempts to continuously privatise public space, especially considering the New 
Year’s celebrations are under City of Sydney authority; and to alert them to the 
fact that City of Sydney is opposed to charging the public for access to public 
land. This letter could also remind the State Government of their duty to keep 
public lands out of the hands of private interests.  

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Note. The above motion was not carried. The resolution as follows was carried. 
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It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note that: 

(i) Barangaroo Reserve was recently opened by the State Government on 22 
August this year, to the proclamation that the land was being “returned to 
the people”; 

(ii) in July 2015, the City lodged a submission to the draft Barangaroo Delivery 
Authority Regulation 2015 opposing the management of the public domain 
in Barangaroo by the Barangaroo Delivery Authority, requesting that this 
land and its management responsibilities should be returned to the City 
and entry fees should be kept to a minimum and publicly exhibited before 
adoption; 

(iii) the Barangaroo Delivery Authority has recently announced the sale of 
10,000 tickets for access to these public lands for views of the fireworks 
over New Year’s Eve; 

(iv) tickets to this event are priced at $29.50 for one adult ticket, $14.50 for a 
child, and $79 for a family pass; 

(v) the City holds ticketed events on public land, but does not charge for them.  
These events are ticketed to provide certainty to people that they can 
attend and ensure that crowds are kept within safe and manageable limits; 
and 

(vi) some NSW Government New Year’s Eve events on NSW parks and 
reserves are not subject to charge, including parts of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens (Mrs Macquarie’s Chair); and 

(B) the Lord Mayor be requested to write to the NSW Government to make good its 
proclamation to return Barangaroo Reserve to the people and rescind its decision 
to charge commercial rates for the public to attend New Year’s Eve celebrations 
at Barangaroo Reserve. 

 
Motion carried. 
 


