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Target set for Sydney Park 
 

The Westconnex Delivery Authority have announced yet another setback for the community, 

this time, attacking 350 trees in the well-loved Sydney Park. This news has hit at a 

particularly sensitive time, after the Memorial Service for the desecrated trees along the 

once tree-laden Alison Road.  

Greens Councillor Irene Doutney spoke of her devastation over yet another assault on our 

environment. 

“This comes at a time of huge loss across the wider community, with trees being destroyed 

all across the city to make way for infrastructure and other developments”, she said. 

“The announcement at Sydney Park mimics the deplorable tree removal on Alison Road, as 

well as the archway of Fig trees removed along Hickson Road, the 57 trees targeted for 

removal at the Ashmore Estate and the huge number of trees to be destroyed at Sydney 

University. It is happening everywhere” Councillor Doutney said. 

She continued, “I was at the Memorial for the Alison Road trees, and you could see the huge 

sways of barren soil left behind where those beautiful old trees used to be” 

“They seem to have taken no real care with the biodiversity study, claiming a negligible 

amount of consequences to wildlife: one birds nest and one reptile. They didn’t even make 

mention of the huge consequences of killing off the corridor that wildlife uses to move up and 

down”  

Councillor Doutney now shares these concerns over the plans for Sydney Park. 

“They seem to think they can just replace the canopy that they hack down, but have they 

been growing these replacement trees for the last 5 to 10 years? It is a huge effort to replace 

that many trees, and many years again for them to grow”. 

“State Government’s attempts at appeasing a very upset community seem exaggerated. 

Claims that they will replace every mature tree removed with 4 additional trees, for example, 

do not seem credible. You can’t blame the community for doubting a promise like this given 

Government’s lack of care for the trees currently in place” Councillor Doutney said. 

  

 

More info: Cr Irene Doutney 0416 410 374 


