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The release of the M5 EIS is yet another long-winded set of reports that offers no solutions, and 
does not answer the myriad of concerns that have been posed by the public. While questions 
ranging from environmental concerns, to traffic concerns, to amenity, to health effects continue to 
rage, again we are left with no real answers; merely the festooning of banners across the website 
and in community consultation forums. The repeated information of what the Westconnex ‘will do’ 
has all been heard. The challenges of what it won’t do, or the undesirable aspects of the ‘will do’, 
are, yet again, shrouded in mystery and left for guesswork. Meanwhile, independent investigations 
that speak of the horrors of the true effects are denied, yet with no evidence to provide a believable 
alternative. The new M5 submission indeed has many points of concern. I outline them below. 

Failure to fulfil its own goal: 

Westconnex authorities have consistently stated that the goal of the project is to provide a route 
from the West to Port Botany and the airport. However the integral route for this to occur is Stage 3 
of the project. This remain to date, unplanned and unfunded. It is forecasted, by Westconnex 
Authorities themselves, that Stage 3 must be completed in order to see the benefits of the project.  

We are currently standing at an obscene amount of public money for the funding of Westconnex 
Stages 1 and 2. It is estimated that every kilometre is costing $500 million. With Stage 3 as the key 
link between Stages 1 and 2, there is serious and valid concern that the Westconnex project will not 
only fail to meet public demand for transport needs, but fail to meet its own stated objective. As one 
of the largest infrastructure projects in the country, it is staggering to think that the key part of it 
remains so dubious, both financially and ideologically. State Government cannot expect that the 
public will simply ‘trust’ that the Government will be able to complete this direful project, when we 
have no evidence that the Government itself can even assess its financial viability. 

Traffic issues and lack of public transport: 

Westconnex remains, in its current form, a project with deeply adverse and far-reaching effects. The 
claims to benefit people from Western Sydney remain unfounded and based on inaccurate 
information that claims that such transit is desired in a car, as opposed to increasing and improving 
the public transport system. The City of Sydney funded and independent SGS Economics and 
Planning report (2015) has given evidence to demonstrate that around 90% of people from the West 
and South-West travel to the CBD on public transport. This very clearly shows where demand lies; in 
public transport. Not roads. 

If the State invested its current estimated 16.8 billion dollars into public transport instead of an old-
fashioned and unnecessary motorway, Sydney and its wider connections could experience a world 
class integrated transport system and more. Instead, we are left to debate the merits of a highly 
expensive, 33 km concrete slab that will fill our city with cars and pollution, and that will funnel 
traffic into already congested suburbs around the inner city. Increasing Euston Road and Campbell 
Road to major six-lane highways will funnel an extra 45,000 cars across the inner west roads. It will 
clog up Sydney Park with car congestion, and strangle surrounding areas of Alexandria, Erskineville, 
Green Square and Redfern with fumes.  

The city will not cope with the increased traffic. It is already in dire need of relief. The only thing that 
will relieve this situation is a fully integrated public transport system that is easy to use and 
dependable. This will increase the use of public transport and will take drivers off the road, leaving 
current roads sufficient for those who need to drive, and for trucks that must go by road. Not only 
this, but in keeping with the notion of Sydney as an international city, and as the EIS states, the 
“vision for Sydney as a strong global city and the nation’s economic and financial powerhouse…the 
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need to improve access to major employment hubs and global getaways” 
(https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/public/0a1b66c3f633f114865653bc3bbfa48f/New%20M5%2
0EIS_Vol%201A.pdf p ii), we have no choice but to invest heavily into public transport. Currently, we 
are investing heavily in Westconnex. Global cities, including New York, London, Paris, Berlin, Tokyo 
and Singapore, have demonstrated that integrated public transport networks are what is needed, 
through their own investments into public transport.  

Public transport enables mobility for most, including residents and visitors alike, and enables cities to 
operate efficiently, and in an environmentally sustainable way. Westconnex is expensive not only to 
the government, but will be costly to the public who use it. It stands to benefit private vested 
interests, while our communities and environment choke on the ineffable fumes that this project 
will create. The new report states of the St Peters public transport, that “six PM peak services are 
forecast to experience a travel time improvement of approximately 20 percent or better… when 
compared to a future scenario with no project” (ix). Leaving aside the independent research which 
states that traffic will increase, and thus affect public transport adversely as well, the public 
response has not been to ‘do nothing’, rather, to re-circulate this exorbitant amount of money into 
public transport. For even half of $16.8 billion dollars injected into public transport directly, we could 
do a lot better than 20 per cent. Considering the amount of money, these statistics for public 
transport improvements are trifling. Indeed, considering the amount of money that the project calls 
for, it would be an embarrassing financial blunder for the Government to persist with this project at 
all. 

St Peters 

The government is well aware of the transformation that has taken place from industrial to 
residential, in and around the St Peters area, including areas such as Alexandria and down to Green 
Square. Selecting the site of St Peters on the basis that it is “an industrialised area” is inaccurate to 
its current use, and ignores the current reality of it situation. It offers no real understanding of the 
transformation of the area, and likewise, of residents’ concerns.   

Green Square  

Whilst the Westconnex Delivery Authority advisors insist that the motorway will not act as a route 
into the heart of the city, the analysis of exits leave no other explanation except for this. We have 
been given no modelling to show the effects that Westconnex will have on Green Square; a $13 
billion project for urban transformation, expected to have a population of 61,000 by 2030. This is 
one of the largest transformation projects happening in Australia, and yet with the Westconnex 
looming up the side of it, there is no information about the impacts it will have. This area of 
significant investment will be entombed with the motorway that is in dire need of public transport. 
The system is already overburdened and the streets beating with daily traffic. With the huge 
injection of people into the area, the motorway will compromise the liveability around Green 
Square. This lack of foresight is appalling and shows a completely incompetent style of governance.  

Sydney Park   

In recognising the increasingly dense living area around the city south, the City of Sydney Council 
committed to the remediation of over 40 hectares of grassland, known as Sydney Park. The 
community’s response has been highly praising, earning 4.5 out of 5 stars on TripAdvisor 
(https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Attraction_Review-g1165139-d2226311-Reviews-Sydney_Park-
St_Peters_New_South_Wales.html#REVIEWS). This space is a welcome addition to the highly 
urbanised space that surrounds it, and so has been revered by the community. The concrete slabs of 
Westconnex encroaching into this beloved local rarity is repugnant, and yet again the Westconnex 
Authorities claims land in a recent compulsory acquisition. The loss of 350 trees to facilitate the 
spaghetti junction of St Peters demonstrates how out of touch the government is with communities. 

https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/public/0a1b66c3f633f114865653bc3bbfa48f/New%20M5%20EIS_Vol%201A.pdf
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/public/0a1b66c3f633f114865653bc3bbfa48f/New%20M5%20EIS_Vol%201A.pdf
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Attraction_Review-g1165139-d2226311-Reviews-Sydney_Park-St_Peters_New_South_Wales.html#REVIEWS
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Attraction_Review-g1165139-d2226311-Reviews-Sydney_Park-St_Peters_New_South_Wales.html#REVIEWS
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The recent removal of the Alison Road fig trees, opposed by the local council, has sparked great 
levels of community outrage. These aesthetically rich, strong, old and canopy-providing trees were 
forfeited for the interests of the Australian Turf Club. Now, again, the government is prioritising 
private and vested interests at the expense of communities and the environment. This affirms that 
community consultation is not in State Government’s interest, and merely a tokenistic attempt to 
push forward with their own agenda, no matter the consequences.  

Sydney Park has not only preserved historical landmarks and integrated them artistically into the 
natural landscape. It has also won a Green Flag award; an international award recognising its 
accomplishment. It is publicly revered, and the interference of it by a publically loathed project such 
as the Westconnex is bound to only further aggravate an already irked community. It again shows 
that State Government will willingly trump the efforts of local council in their efforts for 
sustainability, in the interest of privatised interests, whilst polluting public lands. This is a shameful 
and reprehensible act. This monstrous motorway must never be favoured over our environment, 
particularly on this scale. Further, while there are promises for offsets, and to return the land that is 
ripping through trees and upsetting the newly formed bicycle path, there will be great loss. Once 
used and spat back out by the Westconnex project, any returned land will be practically unusable, 
due to downgraded air quality, safety concerns, and noise levels from nearby cars and trucks.  

King Street 

The impacts of the St Peters interchange and its associated pavements will have an irreversible 
impact on King Street Newtown. Concerns for this very unique and culturally significant shopping 
strip have been recognised by the government in statement, however there has been no change in 
action and no reversing of the route. This will see cars pile onto the currently already congested King 
street, likely turning it into a clearway. As Council has been encouraging a cycle network to combat 
the amount of cars, Westconnex is now threatening to tumble into the area, clumsily overrunning 
the growing use of bicycles. This is not in the interest of the community. Cars must be directed away 
from this area, not be given the incentive to drive straight into the heart of it. This will be disastrous 
for the area, and change its foundations amidst the current threats that are already plaguing the 
area, to lose its historical connection to the LGBTIQ community of Sydney.  

Consultation 

Again, whilst this report celebrates its extensive consultation process, it is obvious that State 
Government has, from the beginning of this project, been uncommitted to genuine consultation. 
Leaving aside some very bleak independent reports, such as the City of Sydney funded SGS report, 
the community response against Westconnex has been substantial and constant. Community events 
and information sessions (that the report holds up as part of an apparent extensive consultation 
process) lack in sincerity, and are not earnest in their attempts to listen to community concerns. 
They are designed instead, to promote Westconnex. This is largely apparent with how long it has 
taken to produce a business case, a staple document that is needed to assess the merit of the 
project against the cost involved. Deals were signed long before its release, with construction works 
underway in the midst of this ambiguous and secretive multi-billion dollar project. There have been 
many media reports on communities that will be affected, if not through the severing of their local 
neighbourhood, then by compulsory acquisition of homes. Recent reports of people being underpaid 
for these compulsory acquisitions are draconian governmental measures, and very clearly 
demonstrate the government’s dismay for public interest. The public has no reason to trust in the 
genuineness of the Westconnex consultation process from the process to date.   

Consultation with local government has been just as dubious. When the City of Sydney Councillors 
enquired about the researched impacts of what would occur to the highly invested area of Green 
Square, consultants had no answer. The representatives spoke in contrast to the large model on 
display, which demonstrated exits that would funnel out onto neighbourhood areas and the city 
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centre. Despite this, representatives maintained their mandated script that Westconnex is not a 
motorway to bring cars into the city. Councillors and staff were told recently that the project would 
include one year of monitoring intersections and changes, after which, changes can be made if 
needed. If Westconnex were to properly consult with the City of Sydney Council, and engage with 
the independent set reports that highlight its faults, there would be no likely changes needed. This 
predicts further costs and a severe and concerning lack of research, which the Westconnex Authority 
is willing to act first and change later.  

Holistic costs 

Financial: 

Leaving aside the astronomical cost of $16.8 billion and more, Westconnex will be a highly expensive 
tollway, demonstrating that it is not there to serve the interests of even the average-income earners 
of Western Sydney. At an estimated $26 a day to travel upon this monstrosity, a five day a week 
commute would cost around $6000 per year. This could not possibly be in the public’s benefit, and 
highlights exactly what group this project is meant to benefit – the vested, privatised interests who 
will gain an extraordinary amount of wealth from this deplorable motorway.  

Environmental: 

Whilst the financial costs are obviously disastrous, what remains obscure are the environmental 
costs. The public have been given no indication of the environmental costs of Westconnex, in its 
entirety. For one of the largest projects that Australia has seen, this is an incomprehensible fact, and 
deserves scrutiny by the Auditor General and independent analysis.  

The EIS document has not provided sufficient analysis on the species impact. City of Sydney research 
has found 64 different species inhabiting the land of Sydney Park. The EIS has not identified, let 
alone researched the impacts into these species whose homes will be affected in the acquisition of 
parts of the park. There must be an outline for how this will be managed, and how the environment 
of these species can be protected and their healthy survival ensured.  

Air quality of course, is of dire concern. While the EIS focuses on its proficient air ventilating systems, 
it does nothing to calm community concerns over the particulate matters from trucks as they pour 
through neighbourhoods.   

Social: 

Neighbourhoods and communities will be the stakeholders that suffer the most. In advertisements 
that hold up Westconnex as some sort of transport saviour for Sydney, there are disturbing 
consequences forecasted by independent studies (such as the SGS report and many media releases) 
that indicate the loss of amenity will be substantial. Westconnex will demand, for example, a large 
bite of Sydney Park, as discussed above. This is a huge community loss as well as an environmental 
one. Any land returned to Council will be unusable due to the fumes that Westconnex will bring to 
the corners of the Park, worsened by the removal of the trees. Noise ramifications have not been 
given any significant consideration for people living around Euston and Campbell Road, nor for the 
many who frequent Sydney Park.  

Nor have the effects on communities been considered, given the EIS’ own forecast that toll roads 
will push cars onto neighbourhood streets. With the obscene costs that Westconnex will bring, there 
will be an outpouring of cars onto neighbourhood roads. This will create safety hazards as well as 
pollution, noise, reduce the ability walk and use bicycles and overall, will lower general amenity.  
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Due to the issues raised, and the considerable community objections against many facets of the 
Westconnex project, I request that you halt all work on Westconnex. I request that you reconsider 
the benefits of a fully integrated public transport system, and that the Westconnex funds be 
redirected to this and to other publicly beneficial services.  

            

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


