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Land and Housing Corporation locks disabled gardener out in Glebe 
 

Greens Councillor Irene Doutney is calling on the Land and Housing Corporation (LAHC) to 

end the pursuit of a disabled tenant in Glebe whose passion for gardening has landed him in 

a legal dispute. David Bath has been locked out of his garage where his mobility scooter and 

garden tools are kept and is due to face the NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal on 

Wednesday where disgruntled residents are calling on his garden to be removed. 

Cr Doutney has advocated for the rights of public housing tenants during her time on the City 

of Sydney Council and is a public housing tenant living in Redfern. She is disappointed to 

see a vulnerable tenant treated in such an aggressive way. 

Cr Doutney said, “The Family and Community Services Department have a track record of 

lacking sensitivity when dealing with tenants. Mr Bath has a right to pursue his daily 

business and his happiness, through his gardening. The Department needs to step in to 

protect the rights of their tenant.”  

Greens member Lindsay Johnston has been supporting Mr Bath through this ordeal. 

Mr Johnston said, “David suffers from serious mobility issues. This move in the Tribunal to 

confiscate a secure space where he keeps his mobility scooter is petty and deeply unfair. I 

am calling on the LAHC to return the garage key to Mr Bath. 

“His garden is an asset to the community and is greatly appreciated. He is being persecuted 

for being a good citizen and tenant.” 

He continued, “The tribunal has set aside time on Wednesday afternoon to hear the case 

against Mr Bath and his garden.” 

Cr Doutney added, “Sending letters to a functionally illiterate man and then pursuing the 

matter in the tribunal is a punitive approach to an issue that could be resolved with open 

dialogue. The Department must listen to the needs of the tenants.” 

More info: Cr Irene Doutney 0416 410 374, Lindsay Johnston 0408 375 664 

Mr Bath’s tribunal hearing is scheduled for 2:15pm, Wednesday 10th February, Level 12, 175 

Castlereagh St Sydney. 

 


