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ITEM 13 NOTICES OF MOTION  

SAFE SCHOOLS PROGRAM (S103137) 

6. Moved by Councillor Doutney, seconded by the Chair (the Lord Mayor) - 

It is resolved that: 

(A) Council note: 

(i) Safe Schools Coalition Australia (SSCA) was initiated following the request 
from teachers and schools, seeking assistance in how to create an 
inclusive and safe environment for their LGBTIQ students and students’ 
families. This was due to the bullying and discrimination that teachers had 
observed in schools; 

(ii) the disturbing findings of same-sex attracted young people in Australia in 
2010; 61% reported experiencing homophobic verbal abuse and 18% 
reported experiencing physical abuse. 80% of this abuse was reported to 
have occurred at schools; 

(iii) the All Of Us guide is a resource under the Safe Schools Coalition that was 
evidence-based, and was initially written by teachers, curriculum experts 
and SSCA, and was trialled and tested before it was released. Recently, 
the review ordered by the Federal Government again confirmed the 
relevance and positive impact of the program and the resources it offers. 
Currently, 490 schools across Australia are signed up to the Safe Schools 
Coalition; 

(iv) despite the positive feedback to come from the review, the Federal 
Government has severely reduced the materials available, and made 
parental consent necessary before students can take part. This defeats the 
purpose of the program to create a safe space; 

(v) this is not the first federally-funded LGBTIQ safety program that has been 
jeopardised by conservative factions; in 1997, the “Here For Life” Youth 
Sexuality Project, focusing on suicide prevention, saw the same arguments 
at play, claiming the program is a ‘recruitment for the gay lifestyle’. It never 
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went national; 

(vi) Victoria and the ACT have taken a stand against the Federal Government 
and promised to keep funding for Safe Schools in place through the State 
Government; 

(vii) the Premier of NSW, Mike Baird, has made no such promise, and has 
stated his support for the Federal Government’s decision; and 

(viii) as there was no opportunity to make submissions to the inquiry into the 
Safe Schools program commissioned by the Federal Government, the Lord 
Mayor has written to the Prime Minister in support of the Safe Schools 
program; and 

(B) the Lord Mayor be requested to: 

(i) write to all school principals in the local LGA, encouraging them to continue 
participating in the Safe Schools program, particularly considering the high 
prevalence of LGBTIQ youth in the City of Sydney LGA; and 

(ii) sign the Supporter Organisations pledge on the Safe Schools Coalition 
Australia website, to publicly declare the City of Sydney’s support for the 
program. 

 
Carried unanimously. 
 
 


